
Foward thinking and fearlessly working together 
to promote the prosperity of all     

The Greater Kanawha Valley Foundation

Are West Virginia students ready for life after High School graduation? It’s an important 
question, and, in order to tackle it, The Education Alliance first set out to define — what 
does it mean to be “ready”?

 The world is changing rapidly. Researchers predict that 85% of the jobs that will make 
up the workforce of 2030 do not exist today.  The integration of technology has 
disrupted every industry and cultivated a high value for individuals who can problem-
solve, communicate, and be nimble and innovative.  Sometimes called “soft” skills or 
professional skills, these attributes are a key part of student readiness.  

In 2018, The Education Alliance, partnering with Leadership West Virginia, brought 
together a working group of educators, business and community leaders, parents, 
and students from across the state to create a “Portrait” of a West Virginia Graduate.  
Business representatives described their hiring process as assessments of teamwork, 
critical thinking and communication. Educators in both K12 and higher education 
emphasized the value they place on students who are self-directed and willing to 
learn, fail, and improve.  Students and families highlighted characteristics such as civic 
engagement, work ethic, and habits of wellness. Together, these components provide 
a “portrait” of a West Virginia Ready Graduate and a clear vision of the world-class 
knowledge, life characteristics, and college and career skills our students need to be 
successful. 

When we reflect on this vision of readiness, the next two questions are obvious. First, 
are our students Ready? The difficult truth is that, for many, the answer is no. West 
Virginia’s workforce participation rate and college attainment rate both signal that we 
need to improve. The second, and more important, question is: what can we do to 
change that?  

To be clear, there are no simple solutions to this challenge, but there are some simple 
steps we can all take that will make a big impact. One important step in creating more 
West Virginia Ready Graduates starts by igniting our students’ dreams and passions 
and helping them envision their own successful futures — a future in which they utilize 
their unique talents and skills and are equipped to pursue these goals.

Fall 2019
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Amelia Courts, Ed.D. 
The Education Alliance 
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West Virginia’s  

workforce participation rate 

and college attainment rate 

both signal  

that we need to improve. 
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One way The Education Alliance is working to do this is through West Virginia Ready 
Summer Internships. While internships have long been available to college students, 
similar internships were often closed to high school students. I believe this is a missed 
opportunity.

In the summer of 2019, The Education Alliance piloted the West Virginia Ready 
Summer Internship program. The program provided four-week paid summer 
internships to rising juniors and seniors at some of the state’s leading employers. For 
our pilot program, students were placed in internships at Appalachian Power, Cabell 
Huntington Hospital, and Toyota Motor Manufacturing West Virginia.

The results were incredible! Every intern’s final presentation showcased life changing 
and eye-opening personal development. The interns were excited to “try out” 
different careers within the various industries, and the businesses reported the 
internships were a valid strategy to support their workforce needs.

We are now working to identify partnerships that will expand the effort in 2020.  
That’s why we’re asking you, reader, as an educator, a community leader, a business 
representative, or even a concerned parent, to get involved with the West Virginia 
Ready Graduate initiative. “If you would like to learn more, please visit the website 
WVGraduate.com or contact The Education Alliance at info@educationalliance.org or 
304-342-7850.” Together, we can create a bright future as we all strive to answer, “Yes! 
We are ready.”

 



Dr. Michelle Foster  
President and CEO
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According to Nelson Mandela, “education is the most powerful weapon you can use 
to change the world.”  With the help of generous donors, The Greater Kanawha Valley 
Foundation is making a significant contribution towards changing the world.

With 812 online applications submitted by students from across West Virginia, our 
2018-19 scholarship application period was record-breaking.  Never before have we 
received as many applications.  These applications resulted in 362 scholarship awards, 
totaling $736,812.  

Although only 45 percent of students received a scholarship this year, there were still 
$38,664 in scholarship funds remaining.  This is the case because applicants select the 
scholarship funds (up to two) to which they apply, and some funds are more popular 
than others.  To make sure the Foundation supports as many students as possible, 
going forward, TGKVF staff will revisit applicants not receiving awards and match them 
with remaining scholarships for which they qualify.  

The Foundation is helping to change the life trajectory of many West Virginians.  
According to one scholarship recipient, “without TGKVF and the Promise Scholarship, 
I would have continued living in a cycle of poverty rather than earning my master’s 
degree at one of the best colleges in the world. I remember thinking that I couldn’t 
go to school because there was no way I could afford it, but thanks to TGKVF and 
Promise, I did. You saved me so much more than just money! It was your scholarship, 
and that yearly contribution from you, that helped me attend school. I finished in three 
years to save money, an idea I received from your foundation. Thank you!”  Another 
recipient wrote, “TGKVF’s scholarship has impacted me in ways that cannot be 
expressed with words. I had a really rough life growing up and now I’m the first in my 
family to go to college. That’s hard to do, since I live with my grandparents, who don’t 
make much money. This scholarship is helping me purchase or rent my books for both 
semesters. Without it, I’d be in more debt, and more stressed about money than I 
already am. I want to thank the Foundation for helping young students like me achieve 
their dreams.”

Thanks to the generosity of donors who have established 105 funds to-date and 
to the unwavering dedication of 104 volunteers who give of their time to read and 
score applications, the Foundation has awarded more than $11 million in scholarships 
since 2002 and expects to continue doing so in perpetuity.  Scholarship applications 
for 2019-20 will be available between November 15, 2019 and January 15, 2020.  
We look forward to making even more awards in 2020.  I encourage you to visit our 
website at www.tgkvf.org/scholarships or contact Susan Hoover (shoover@tgkvf.org) 
for more information.

http://www.tgkvf.org/scholarships


Foundation Announces 
2019 Third Quarter 
Discretionary Grants 

Kanawha Valley Friends of Old Time Music 
and Dance (FOOTMAD)-Dance of Hope: a 
Stonewall Jackson Middle School Residency: 
$4,500 (Arts & Culture) 
Funding will support the collaboration of FOOTMAD, 
FestivALL Charleston, and Stonewall Jackson Middle School 
to host Ugandan youth troupe “Dance of Hope” for a five-
day residency in April 2020. The troupe of twelve youth and 
three adults include those who have risen from the streets 
and refugee camps of Uganda to become ambassadors of 
African music, dance, drumming, and storytelling. The week’s 
residency will end with a showcase performed for over 500 
students, parents, and community members.

West Virginia Music Hall of Fame (WVMHoF)-
Music Career Counseling Program (MCCP): 
$7,000 (Arts & Culture) 
The WVMHoF’s Music Career Counseling program 
introduces high school students to performing and non-
performing career opportunities in the music industry. 
Four industry professionals speak to students in Boone, 

Charleston, WV-The Greater Kanawha Valley Foundation (TGKVF) Board of Trustees 
approved the distribution of grant funding totaling $1,286,840. This funding supports 
people in our community like Jennifer and Fred, a local couple working hard to 
improve life for their family.

After serving two tours in Afghanistan, Fred developed PTSD and had trouble holding 
a job. Jennifer’s salary could not cover all of the family’s needs, like when their vehicle 
needed significant repairs. Without reliable transportation, Jennifer lost her job too. 
Soon, the family lost their apartment, and after staying with family and friends for 
some time, they found themselves homeless. That’s when they discovered the YWCA 
Sojourner’s Shelter. 

After coming to Sojourner’s, Jennifer and Fred began working with a case manager 
who helped connect them with Sojourner’s Education and Job Readiness Center. 
Jennifer and Adam went to the center every day, and with the help of staff, they 
drafted resumes and online job profiles. Jennifer started getting interviews, and soon 
received a job offer with good pay, benefits, and hours. With the help of a clothing 
voucher, she was able to get the clothing she needed for her new job. With staff 
assistance, Fred finished the final steps in the application process to receive disability 
benefits. Recently, Fred, Jennifer, and their children were approved for permanent 
housing. With the help of the YWCA Sojourner’s Shelter, Jennifer and Fred have 
regained their independence and are back on the right track. 

TGKVF awarded fourteen responsive grants totaling $424,300 to Basic Needs, 
Arts & Culture, and Field-of-Interest programs, nine grants totaling $283,240 in 
the Foundation’s proactive areas of Education, Health, and Community Economic 
Development (CED). Five West Side 2.0 Initiative projects and a racial justice special 
initiative were funded in the amount of $149,500. Continued generous support from 
an anonymous donor will provide funding for seven Emergency Aid and four Dental 
Health programs totaling $429,800.
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“We are Dance of Hope. 
We are change-makers 
and we are models to 
many boys and girls in our 
community. Before our 
2018 October USA tour 
we visited the biggest slum 
in Uganda where some of 
our Dance of Hope friends 
were born. One of our 
dreams is to put a well to 
offer drinking water for our 
community.”  
 —from a Dance of Hope 
 promotional video 
 written by producer 
 Kinobe

“They gave students 
reasons to remain in West 
Virginia and have a career 
in the music industry. The 
speakers were informative 
and entertaining, holding the 
attention of our students 
and staff members..” 
 -Patricia English Principal,  
 Man High School



Clay, Fayette, and Lincoln counties about their professions 
and how they established their careers. The visits include 
performances and a question and answer session. Students 
are made aware of scholarships, internships, and apprentice 
opportunities. TGKVF funding for this project will support 
guest artist stipends and WVMHoF staff. 

West Virginia Youth Symphony-Outreach 
Through the Performing Arts-Dance, Voice, 
Orchestra, & Theater: $17,000 (Arts & 
Culture) 
This project will promote performing arts education by 
planning and performing a collaborative ballet production of 
Alice in Wonderland at the Clay Center in February 2020. 
This production will showcase over 170 young dancers, 
singers, actors, and musicians and offer classes in ballet, 
violin instruction, and theatrical workshops in Clendenin for 
economically disadvantaged children. Funding will support 
financial aid for tuition and instruments to students in need, 
instructors’ salaries, performance venue fees, and reduced-
rate tickets.

American Red Cross-Basic Needs-Disaster 
Services Direct Client Financial Assistance: 
$30,000 (Basic Needs) 
American Red Cross/West Virginia/ Southwest Chapter 
provides direct financial assistance for residents 
experiencing a fire, flood, or any disaster emergency in 
West Virginia, but specifically for this project in Boone, Clay, 
Fayette, Kanawha, Lincoln, and Putnam counties. Funds will 
be used for basic needs such as clothing to keep clients 
warm, shelter to keep them safe, food to prevent hunger, 
and medicine to maintain their health.

Covenant House-Improving Health and 
Quality of Life for the Homeless and Low-
Income: $66,000 (Basic Needs) 
Covenant House, Manna Meal, and Roark Sullivan Lifeway 
Center will partner to fight hunger, homelessness, and 
poverty in Kanawha County. Estimating that these programs 
serve over 90 percent of the homeless population in 
Kanawha County, funding will support providing food, meals, 
clothing, hygiene items, and staffing.

Daymark, Inc.-Patchwork: $21,500 (Basic 
Needs) 
Patchwork, licensed by the State of West Virginia, is a 
runaway and homeless shelter for youth ages twelve and 
older. Patchwork’s mission is to provide youth in high-risk 
situations with a safe alternative to abusive, neglectful, or 
dangerous environments. Patchwork provides emergency 
and pharmacological services, mental health assessment 
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Don’t Gamble on  
Your Family’s Safety

The national public opinion survey was conducted for the American Red Cross from January 31 to February 3, 2019 using Engine’s Online CARAVAN Omnibus Survey.

Join Us to #EndHomeFires
Visit redcross.org/homefires to learn how 

you can stay safe and help save lives.

2 in 5 
adults think they’re 
more likely to win 

the lottery than lose 
their home in a fire

Odds of winning the lottery
1 in millions

Odds of dying from fire or smoke
1 in 1,500

Working smoke 
alarms can cut 
the risk of dying 
in a fire by half.

Nearly 50% 
of us have 

disconnected an 
alarm or removed 

its batteries.

Cooking is the leading cause of home 
fires, and sadly, 1 in 10 people aren’t 

prepared with alarms due to their cost.

“What I loved the 
most about the YOU 
performance was the 
fact that I was able to 
participate with others. 
I was amazed by how 
all the parts fit together, 
and I loved the fellowship 
between the groups.” 
 - Olivia Hayes, ACC’s 
 Concert Choir

“A foster family 
experiencing a fire lost 
everything but that didn’t 
compare to the loss of 
their four small foster 
children who passed away 
in the fire - the family was 
devastated.  The outpouring 
of community support paid 
for the funeral expenses so 
our focus was on immediate 
emergency needs and 
additional assistance to 
help get them into a new 
home. “ 
 -Cheryl Hoffer, American 
 Red Cross, WV Region 
 Southwest Recovery 
 Supervisor

“I have to bring myself and 
my kids there all the time 
when I don’t have money to 
get to the end of the month. 
If it weren’t for Manna Meal, 
I wouldn’t have a safe place 
to feed my kids.” 
 -Julia, Manna Meal client

“This is the best place I’ve 
EVER been.” 
 - Amy, Daymark client



plans, nursing services, educational and vocational 
exploration, counseling, referral services, food, clothing, and 
shelter. Funding will support staffing, food, and utilities. 

Heart and Hand Outreach Ministries, Inc.-
Heart+Hand Basic Needs Programs: $22,000 
(Basic Needs) 
Heart and Hand provides basic needs assistance in the form 
of free food, clothing, housewares, utility and rent assistance, 
diapers, work boots and shoes, holiday food, and gifts for 
low income families in Kanawha and Putnam Counties. 
Funding from this grant will be used for utility assistances, 
rent, and to supplement Heart and Hand’s food pantry.

Kanawha Valley Collective, Inc. (KVC)-
Centralized Point of Entry and Housing 
Stabilization: $60,500 (Basic Needs) 
Kanawha Valley Collective is the local Continuum of Care, 
a collaborative network of providers serving Boone, Clay, 
Kanawha, and Putnam counties. Funding will support 
utility assistance, furniture, and bus passes for clients; utility 
assistance for Covenant House’s Drop in Center ; and 
salaries for YWCA Sojourner’s Shelter, Roark Sullivan 
Lifeway Center, and Daymark.

Kanawha Valley Fellowship Home, Inc.: 
$20,500 (Basic Needs) 
The Kanawha Valley Fellowship Home is a transitional home 
for men in recovery from addiction. The Home, aftercare 
apartments, and newly opened intermediate apartments 
provide 30 beds for its mission of housing, feeding, and 
building positive habits through structured accountability. 
Funding will support utilities, food, and shelter.

Tyler Mountain/Cross Lanes Community 
Services-Cross Lanes Basic Emergency Needs: 
$18,000 (Basic Needs) 
Funding will support Tyler Mountain/Cross Lanes 
Community Services’ food pantry, Christmas food basket 
program, and utility and prescription drug assistance for 
residents in Kanawha and Putnam counties.

West Virginia Interfaith Refugee Ministry-
Support Refugee Resettlement in the 
Charleston, WV Area: $10,000 (Basic Needs) 
This project will create a voice for immigrant and refugee 
issues and work with faith-based organizations, including 
leaders from the Christian, Jewish, and Muslim communities, 
as well as secular leaders to bring five refugee families to 
West Virginia in 2020. The project will provide staffing, 
financial support, and services to successfully relocate 
families to Charleston. 
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“It’s hard to have hope 
when you are worried 
about your utilities being 
shut off. I spoke to a 
grandmother caring for her 
four grandchildren. She was 
having trouble making ends 
meet. It’s heartbreaking 
to see a lady at that stage 
of life dealing with such 
hardship.  She was so 
thankful that Heart + Hand 
was able to help keep 
electric in the home for her 
grandchildren.” 
 - Jenny, Heart + Hand 
 Donation & Volunteer 
 Coordinator

“I don’t know where I 
would be if it wasn’t for 
Sojourner’s. They believed 
in me when I didn’t believe 
in myself. I’m doing ok 
now. I have my apartment 
and a good job with 
benefits.” 
 -Kate, Sojourner’s client

“The KVFH helped me form 
the habits to stay sober and 
also helped me learn that 
I could be happy without 
using.” 
 -TS, client

“I do not know how I would 
make ends meet the last 
week of the month without 
your food pantry and the 
grocery store voucher.” 
 -Thelma, a longtime 
 client

“Watching Interfaith 
Refugee Ministry go into 
action is nothing less than 
inspiring. I am proud of 
Charleston for supporting 
these families. I am proud 
of myself for being a small 
part of this effort. Our 
community should be proud 
of how we can pull together 
so quickly for those most 
in need.” 
 -Mary Huntley, volunteer



YWCA Resolve Family Abuse Program: 
$22,250 (Basic Needs) 
YWCA Resolve’s Victim and Shelter Services Coordinator, 
along with other advocates, assist victims of domestic 
violence by providing basic needs such as food, clothing, 
and safe emergency shelter. The Coordinator provides case 
management, referrals to various resources, transportation, 
and housing relocation assistance services which empower 
survivors to build safer, more secure futures for themselves 
and their children.

Rivers to Ridges Heritage Trail, Inc.-Rivers 
to Ridges Heritage Trail Marketing and 
Community Economic Development Initiative 
Year #2: $20,000 (CED) 
This second year of funding will support efforts directed 
towards more public awareness and developing a 
cooperative of businesses that can benefit from Rivers to 
Ridges being recognized as offering heritage and cultural 
benefits for those living in the area, as well as a destination 
for tourists.

WV Food and Farm Coalition-“Making Place” 
with food and agriculture in the Kanawha 
River Region: $30,000 (CED) 
This project will support farmers and food businesses 
in TGKVF’s footprint through placemaking economic 
development projects, including an ecotourism farm-to-table 
dinner series in Clay, WV, development of a job-training 
farm in Boone county, and initial planning of a café in Lincoln 
County, through partnerships with the Southwest Regional 
Day Report Center’s Fresh Start program. These projects 
will increase production of local agricultural products and 
spur economic development through agritourism.

Legal Aid of West Virginia, Inc.-Lawyer in the 
School: $20,000 (Education) 
The second year of funding will help stabilize the lives of 
Kanawha County School families by providing free onsite 
legal assistance at Mary C. Snow and Grandview Elementary 
Schools with issues such as eviction, disrupted income, and 
child permanency. Services are provided through walk-in 
clinics and evening educational workshops designed to 
educate caregivers in an effort to reduce childhood trauma 
and promote conditions for educational success.  
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“It’s because of the YWCA 
Resolve program that I still 
have custody of my children. 
I could never thank them 
enough for everything they 
have done for us.”  
 – Anonymous

“I cancelled my appointment 
with my physical therapist 
and psychiatrist to come 
enjoy the benefits of both 
while paddling.”   
 A quote from Appalachia 
 Boarding Company’s first 
 SUP participant

“Fresh Start to me means 
exactly what it says - a fresh 
start. It’s always good to 
learn new skills to use in life 
and work. So many people 
benefit from what we do 
in the garden. Being able to 
expand into other projects 
could do so much more.”  
 - Fresh Start participant

“The parents may be 
referred by a social worker 
or a nurse at the school 
who has recognized a 
problem that might benefit 
from the help of a lawyer. 
The convenience of having 
that help made available 
right there in that familiar 
environment makes a big 
difference.”  
 - Legal Services 
 Corporation president 
 Jim Sandman
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Mission West Virginia-The Bridge: $47,500 
(Education) 
This project in its fifth year of funding strives to create 
opportunities to support foster youth to pursue their 
dreams and become productive members of our 
community. The Bridge will accomplish this by collaborating 
with Clay County Schools in educational advocacy, academic 
coaching, enrichment opportunities, post-secondary 
education planning, and scholarships.

West Virginia Healthy Kids and Families 
Coalition, Inc.-Families Leading Change 
Parent Leaders: $25,000 (Education) 
In its third year, Families Leading Change will recruit a 
minimum of thirty statewide parent organizer leaders to 
create a program to train additional parents on the local 
school level to become community leaders. Funding for this 
project will support ten of these parent organizer leaders.

Cabin Creek Health Systems-Sustainable Care 
Coordination for High Risk Diabetic Patients: 
$38,390 (Health) 
In the third year of funding, Cabin Creek Health Systems 
will continue a comprehensive system of care projects for 
high risk diabetic patients by including a care coordinator 
on the clinical care team. The care coordinator is an active 
member of the care team and follows up with the patient in 
between clinical visits. 

Children’s Therapy Clinic, Inc.-Comprehensive 
Therapeutic Services: $35,500 (Health) 
In its fifth year of funding, Children’s Therapy Clinic (CTC) 
will provide comprehensive therapy services for children 
with disabilities who have insufficient insurance and/or 
income. Services include: physical, speech, occupational, and 
music therapies, and social skill groups for children with 
autism. 

Just for Kids, Inc.-The Fayette Initiative, 
Changing the Conversation about Sexual 
Abuse: $13,700 (Health) 
In its second year of funding, Just for Kids (JFK) and its 
partners will continue to bring awareness about child sexual 
abuse to the Fayette County community through four 
initiatives: working with the schools to present prevention 
information to teachers and parents; educating middle and 
high school students about the illegality of cyber-abuse and 
creating a partnership with schools, prosecutor, and JFK to 
address cases of cyber-abuse with parents and students; 
continuing to present researched based prevention 
programs, Stewards of Children, to adult groups in Fayette 
County; and presenting a workshop for both professional 

“I’m so thankful I got on 
The Bridge.  I know this 
program helped me to 
make it all the way though 
my senior year.  Now I’m 
graduating!” 
 -Bridge participant

“The care coordinators 
help patients sort through 
their options and make 
decisions about the care 
that is best for them.” 
 -  Amber Crist, Chief 
 Operating Officer

“I can’t thank Children’s 
Therapy Clinic enough. They 
have not only helped my 
son in extraordinary ways, 
they have also guided me 
to help him for which I am 
beyond grateful.” 
 - Jessica Whaley

“As we get people’s 
attention in the community, 
we are sure that our 
children have a better 
chance of being protected. 
Researchers at Darkness 
to Light (a program we 
have embraced) have stated 
that for every adult who is 
trained with Stewards of 
Children, 10 children will 
not suffer the trauma of 
abuse.”  
 -JFK Director

“I truly believe the FLBC 
had a tremendous impact 
on our students. I believe 
they will make wiser 
choices in their spending 
when deciding between a 
want and a need. They have 
a better understanding of 
the importance and benefits 
in saving rather than 
spending.” 
 - Tonya T. Clark 
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and other community members regarding protecting our 
children and helping them thrive.

Kanawha Charleston Health Department-
Strategies for Community Awareness and 
Understanding of HIV, expanding outreach 
HIV/HCV testing and Overdose Prevention 
for high risk groups: $53,150 (Health) 
In response to the recent increase of new HIV cases 
that have been identified in West Virginia, Kanawha 
Charleston Health Department (KCHD) has partnered 
with WV Health Right, the Ryan White Program, and 
Covenant House to provide free, rapid HIV testing to 
high risk populations in Charleston, including those who 
are homeless and people who inject drugs. KCHD plans 
to expand outreach testing opportunities throughout 
Kanawha County, including rural/remote locations where 
services are limited, and expand ongoing collaboration 
with the University of Charleston’s School of Pharmacy for 
naloxone training and the provision of personal hygiene 
kits for the homeless. 

Kanawha Valley Senior Services, Inc.-Food 
Insecurity: $22,000 (Field-of-Interest) 
Funding will support new kitchen equipment for the 
Charleston Area Nutrition (CAN) Program, where over 
13,000 hot meals are prepared monthly for senior citizens 
who attend congregate meal programs at six locations in 
Kanawha County, as well as home bound seniors.

West Virginia University Foundation, Inc.-
Children’s Vision Rehabilitation Program 
(CVRP): $103,050 (Field-of-Interest) 
CVRP/SenseAbilities ensures children with visual 
impairments, including those with cortical visual 
impairment, blindness, and low vision, receive services 
from knowledgeable providers. Interventions, equipment, 
and devices are diverse. Funding will support evaluations, 
mentoring, low vision and blindness equipment, and 
programming that will address blindness related skills 
needed to encourage success in higher education and 
employment.

Kanawha County Dental Health Council, Inc.: 
$50,000 (Dental) 
This project works to promote dental health for children in 
the community through education within Kanawha County 
Schools and to provide comprehensive dental services 
for children of low income families. The program accepts 
Medicaid and CHIP, but a substantial number of patients 
are uninsured, and no one is ever turned away. Funding 

“Since 2016, I have been a 
trainer with the Naloxone 
Program, providing the 
lifesaving medication free 
to the public. I am aware of 
446 lives saved through this 
program. One life would 
have been enough to make 
it worth it, but 446 is even 
better.” 
 - Lindsay Acree, Pharm.D. 
 University of Charleston 
 School of Pharmacy

“If it weren’t for this 
program, I would be in a 
nursing home and forgotten 
about. God Bless my driver 
and your organization for 
giving me my meals.” 
 -Program participant

“CVRP exemplifies 
excellence in our eyes.  
They have called me at 9:30 
pm to answer my questions, 
confirm my fears and dry 
my tears. Even though 
we are in difficult times, 
God has placed the most 
amazing and caring people 
in our lives.” 
 - Parent of child with 
 sudden vision loss

“This benefits every child 
enrolled in Kanawha 
County Schools either 
by providing oral health 
education or dental services 
to those children of low 
income families.” 
 - Ronald Duerring, Ed.D., 
 Superintendent, Kanawha 
 County Schools
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for this project will help to cover the expense of treating 
patients.

Family Care/Women Care-Oral Services for 
Women in Recovery Year 3: $90,000 (Dental) 
Family Care Health Centers has partnered with Recovery 
Point Charleston to offer preventative and restorative 
oral health services to Recovery Point residents. Based in 
Kanawha County, these residents will have access to dental 
cleanings, x-rays, fillings, root canals, crowns, and dentures.

Cabin Creek Health Systems-Cabin Creek 
Smiles! Oral Health Program: $75,000 (Dental) 
The Cabin Creek Smiles! Program provides individuals of 
all ages with appropriate oral health services designed to 
improve their quality of life and restore their smile. Funding 
will allow patients who cannot afford out of pocket costs 
receive the oral health services they so desperately need, 
such as fillings, crowns, partials, and dentures.

West Virginia Oral Health Coalition-Smiles 
Across West Virginia: $40,000 (Dental) 
Funding will support dentists and programs working 
collaboratively to provide preventative/restorative care 
to adults in Boone, Fayette, Kanawha, Lincoln, and Putnam 
counties. School-based dental programs, dentists, and 
programs working collaborative to provide dental sealants 
to the children residing in this same footprint will also be 
supported.

Heart and Hand Outreach Ministries, Inc.-
Elevator Project: $50,000 (Emergency Aid) 
Heart and Hand provides basic needs assistance in the form 
of free food, clothing, housewares, utility and rent assistance, 
diapers, work boots and shoes, holiday food, and gifts for 
low income families in Kanawha and Putnam Counties. 
Funding for this project will provide a much needed 
elevator and enable expansion of the programming, events, 
and volunteer opportunities with safer access to Heart and 
Hand’s 8,000 square foot basement.

Just for Kids-Emergency Funds for Families 
and the Center: $5,000 (Emergency Aid) 
Funding for this project will support emergency needs of 
families whose children have disclosed criminal child abuse. 
Funding will aid families with emergency utility bills, rent, 
food, and medical needs, as well as meet repair needs for 
Just for Kids’ Fayette County location. Repair needs include 
plumbing, electrical, and other infrastructure issues. 

“I have seen the positive 
impact on the lives and 
outlook of the women 
who have gotten dentures 
from our partnership with 
Recovery Point.” 
 -Dr. Rita Bernardo, 
 Dental Director, Family 
 Care Health Centers

“My new partials fit in a 
way that I never thought 
possible.  Now, I’m able to 
walk around comfortably, 
eat and speak without being 
afraid of them falling out or 
slurring my words.  They fit 
and feel like my own teeth.” 
 - Sandra Burdette, 
 patient

“Addressing the oral 
health and dental care of 
individuals, as well as the 
safety-net providers who 
care for them, will yield 
tremendous dividends for 
the state of West Virginia. 
We know expanding oral 
health and dental care 
access for the underserved 
is a problem that can be 
addressed. “ 
 -Dr. Jason Roush, WV 
 State Dental Director

“An elevator to the 
basement opens the 
opportunity to youth, 
seniors, and persons with 
disabilities to volunteer 
at Heart + Hand. Our 
volunteer groups help us 
to meet critical community 
needs for clothing, 
household items, and food.  
As demand for assistance 
grows more volunteers are 
needed.  Everyone benefits.” 
 - Jennifer Keener, 
 Heart + Hand Donation 
 & Volunteer Coordinator

“ Just for Kids kept our 
family together.” 
  - A mother who 
 received emergency 
 funds to be able to take 
 her child to counseling
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Mission West Virginia (MWV) Carry On: 
$20,000 (Emergency Aid) 
Funding for this project will allow Mission West Virginia to 
assist relative and foster caregivers in Boone, Clay, Lincoln, 
and Putnam Counties with covering the costs of basic 
necessities for the youth in their care. This emergency 
assistance will help alleviate some of the strain on caregivers’ 
household budgets so those funds can be directed to 
food and shelter. Examples of items provided will include 
personal care items such as toiletries, haircuts, and clothing, 
and recreational costs such as team fees and lessons. 

YWCA Sojourner’s Shelter for Homeless 
Women & Families: $30,000 (Emergency Aid) 
YWCA Sojourner’s Shelter for Homeless Women & 
Families provides shelter and services 365 days each year 
to approximately 700 single women, women with children, 
custodial fathers, veterans, and intact families in Kanawha, 
Boone, and Clay counties. Funds will be used to help 
remove housing barriers which prevent permanent housing, 
as well as other housing necessities. Funds will also assist 
with the replacement of equipment and technology that 
interferes with provision of Sojourner’s services.

Manna Meal, Inc.-Kitchen updates and 
donations efficiency: $33,250 (Emergency Aid) 
Manna Meal assists in alleviating food insecurity in Kanawha 
County by providing two balanced meals each day and 
offering emergency pantry bags to neighbors in need. 
Funding will be used to update kitchen equipment that 
is crucial for year-round daily operations, as well as aid in 
the purchase of a cargo van for the transportation of area 
donations and food items from statewide food banks and 
other partners.

Pollen8, Inc.-Food Support for Pollen8, Inc., 
Programs: $10,000 (Emergency Aid) 
Pollen8 is committed to growing, feeding, and teaching 
people who face social barriers such as substance abuse 
and homelessness due to poverty. Funding will support 
feeding Capitol YouthBuild participants in a partnership 
with KISRA; hiring a food preparation employee for the 
Appalachian Academy (a Pollen8 program); and decreasing 
Café Appalachia’s operational expenses.

Upper Kanawha Valley Sports Activity 
Center- Booker T. Washington Community 
Center Youth, Homeless, and Substance 
Abuse Project: $26,550 (Emergency Aid) 
The Upper Kanawha Valley Sports Activity Center, located 
at the Booker T. Washington Community Center in London, 

“Funding for our project 
will allow us to serve 
foster and kinship youth 
by meeting needs that 
are not covered by the 
social service system.  By 
meeting needs for personal 
care, school expenses, and 
extra-curricular expenses, 
youth in care will come 
closer to having the same 
experiences and privileges 
as their peers.” 
 - Mission West Virginia 
 staff

“God bless Sojourner’s for 
the love and care everyone 
gives to each person there. 
I couldn’t have succeeded 
and found my new home 
without their help!” 
 - Eliza, who moved into 
 her new apartment 
 almost 6 months ago

“I have to bring me and my 
kids there all the time when 
I don’t have money to get 
to the end of the month. If 
it weren’t for Manna Meal, 
I wouldn’t have a safe place 
to feed my kids.” 
 - Julia, Manna Meal client

“Until I came into this 
program, I had forgotten 
how much I enjoyed 
gardening as a child with my 
Granddad.  When I go home 
to my family in Beckley, I’m 
going to grow my own food 
to feed them”.  
 - Jessica M, ReIntegr8 
 participant
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provides families in Kanawha, Fayette, and Clay Counties 
with afterschool mentoring, life-skill classes for youth, 
feeding programs for the elderly and those experiencing 
homelessness, recovery assistance for individuals facing 
substance abuse, youth and adult athletic programs, and 
other cultural activities. Funding from this grant will be used 
for Center upgrades including restroom renovations, the 
replacement of aged kitchen equipment, the installation of 
new exterior doors, and the installation of a new heating 
system. 

YWCA of Charleston-Racial Justice Program-
Changing Hearts and Minds: $15,000 (Special 
Initiative) 
The Racial Justice Program increases local capacity to 
mitigate the effects and to understand the root causes of 
racism. The program works to break down barriers created 
by bias to help business leaders, school administrators, and 
political leaders within Boone, Clay, and Kanawha counties 
shift their thinking. Funding will support training, outreach 
through Conversation Cafes, and the annual Race to End 
Racism – a conscious–raising event celebrating communities 
of color in Charleston. 

Kanawha Valley Council on Philanthropy 
(KVCOP)-West Side of Charleston 
Community Initiative: $25,000 (West Side 
Place-Based Initiative) 
This distribution will support collaboratively funded projects 
on Charleston’s West Side. The KVCOP is made up of 
several area Grantmakers, working together to leverage 
investments. Funds raised in 2019 will support 2020 
projects.

The Salvation Army Boys & Girls Club-
MAKESHOP Appalachia: $28,000 (West Side 
Place-Based Initiative) 
MAKESHOP Appalachia: Entrepreneurship Workshops are 
a technology and design entrepreneurship-focused program, 
free for underserved youth ages 8-18 on Charleston’s West 
Side. These 48 workshops will give 60 youth a creative 
outlet to develop coding, design, and digital skills and 
develop community-based projects. Projects developed 
in the workshops will be shared at an Idea Festival and 
Community Pitch Competition.

“The impact of racial bias 
touches each of our lives in 
ways that most people don’t 
even realize— in education, 
employment, healthcare, 
economically and in the 
legal system, among others. 
The work of the YWCA 
brings these difficult issues 
to the forefront without 
apology and forces difficult 
discussion, reflection and 
introspection toward 
revelation and healing.” 
 - Kitty Dooley, Owner, 
 Dooley Law Firm, 
 Co-Chair of the YWCA 
 Charleston Racial Justice 
 Program Committee

“I take an engineering class 
at school and I was told we 
would learn coding.  What 
I learned in the workshops 
gave me a head start in 
that class. Overall, being 
at MAKESHOP has made 
me more confident in my 
abilities, and teaching other 
kids helps reinforce the 
things that I’ve learned.” 
 - Zavian,  West Side 
 resident and workshop 
 participant
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Coalfield Development Corporation-West 
Side WRAPS: $48,500 (West Side Place-
Based Initiative) 
WRAPS identifies people eager to work and provide 
experience, training, support, and connections. For six 
months, trainees are paid $9 per hour for 30 hours per 
week and participate in certificate trainings, work, and 
personal development mentorship based on twelve 
dimensions of personal and professional success. As 
trainees progress to internships and employment with 
members of our Employer Advisory Board, they are 
provided personal development support for an additional 
six months.

Bible Center Church-The Maker’s Center: 
$15,000 (West Side Place-Based Initiative) 
The Maker’s Center engages mentors who will inspire 
creativity using cutting-edge technology, a fully-equipped 
workshop, and an art studio. Kanawha County students, 
recovery program participants, and local residents will 
have access to various technology including 3D printing, 
augmented and virtual reality, and robotics to dream, 
learn, innovate, and create. Funding will support next-level 
technology, shop equipment, and art supplies.

West Side Neighborhood Association-Luna 
Park Historic District Signage & Art: $18,000 
(West Side Place-Based Initiative) 
Through this project, residents of Luna Park Historic 
District will engage in planning and making design 
decisions for unique signage and public art, which leverage 
and promote the community’s history and cultural 
distinctiveness in order to strengthen the district’s identity 
as a desirable place to live. Phase 1 activities include, the 
development of public educational materials on the history 
of Luna Park, outreach to and education of local residents, 
the creation and dissemination of positive neighborhood 
stories, and the creation of a locally led steering committee 
to guide the project and finalize design decisions.

The Greater Kanawha Valley Foundation is grateful to our community of generous 
donors who make these and other grants possible. The programs and work approved 
for third quarter 2019 distributions are supported by the following funds: Anonymous-
Dental, Anonymous- Emergency Aid, Selma Drennen, James F. Duncan, Lloyd, Jr. & 
Margaret B. Erhard, Les & Verna Evans, Brent B. Galyean, General BB&T, General City 
National Bank, Fred Haddad- General, Vernon B. “Bucky” Harris, George & Patty 
Herscher, J. W. Jr & Gabrielle P. Hubbard, Blanche E. Jacobson, Dorothy M. & Charles N. 
Jardin, Raleigh & Rita Jimison, Lowenstein #2, Stanley Lowenstein, Lillian M. Mairs,  
L. K. & Elizabeth F. Marmet, Nathan & Sarah Maslow, Alfred & Lucy W. McClung, Mary 
S. Moses, Peyton #1, Pritchard #1, Public Health Nursing, George & Josephine Rogers, 
and L. Newton & Katherine S. Thomas.

 “I can’t say enough good 
things about this program. 
They helped me move 
mountains. I learned to just 
keep swimming instead of 
giving up. How cool is that!” 
 - A former WRAPS 
 Trainee 

“We are so excited about 
the opening of The Maker’s 
Center, which will exist 
to inspire, enable, and 
empower the residents of 
Charleston’s West Side to 
dream, learn, innovate, and 
create a brighter future 
for themselves and our 
community!” 
 - Michelle Thompson, 
 Executive Director of 
 City Ministries, Bible 
 Center Church

“With so many educational 
enrichment processes being 
lost in the schools, public 
art is a critical statement 
for young minds. Quality 
signage and art can get 
people feeling better about 
the neighborhood and 
thinking about how to 
improve and beautify it.”  
 -Shauna Steadman, 
 WSNA Board member 
 and Luna Park home 
 owner and Committee 
 member

Go to tgkvf.org for 
information about  

how to support  
The Greater Kanawha 

Valley Foundation’s 
work.
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