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PASSING THE BATON 
With three decades of implementing the mission to provide artistic excellence, 
quality music education, and extraordinary opportunities while having a positive 
effect on the lives of West Virginia’s youth, the Appalachian Children’s Chorus (ACC) 
has been evolving and growing with the passage of time. Upon reflection of the past, 
the focus is on the incredible career of ACC’s Founder, Dr. Selina Midkiff. 

As the Founder of West Virginia’s Official Children’s Chorus, Selina has worked 
tirelessly pouring her heart into her dream. She started with a group of twelve 
children in 1990 and worked to create multiple choirs and programs with impact 
spanning the globe! ACC’s fundamental desire is to be a community-based children’s 
chorus that provides opportunities for children to experience music in unique ways. 
The choir, which began as the University of Charleston Children’s Chorus, started 
a tradition of a solid music education in a disciplined environment that has earned 
the organization many awards and numerous opportunities to perform in a plethora 
of musical events. Wherever ACC travels, it leaves behind a positive impact, not 
only from its artistic excellence, but also from the exemplary behavior of its young 
singers. 

In 1996, the Chorus became a nonprofit organization and changed its name to 
the Appalachian Children’s Chorus to better represent the regional nature of 
the choir. Its membership has included children from fourteen counties in West 
Virginia as well as places as far away as Ohio. In 2003, ACC was named the official 
Children’s Chorus of West Virginia, and in 2006, the Chorus was named the 
official Ambassadors of Music for West Virginia in recognition of the way the it has 
represented the state to the nation and the world. Through music, ACC has had the 
opportunity to positively impact the lives of nearly 3,000 children. 

ACC hosts a national children’s choir festival, the Appalachian Festival of Young 
Voices. The event, which was created by Selina, is held every other year and is a 
celebration of traditional Appalachian music and culture. Additionally, the choir has 
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performed for governors, presidents, and other heads of state, and has had three 
performances at Carnegie Hall in New York and nine in cathedrals around the 
world. After the choir first sang in Carnegie Hall, one of the choristers asked, “Ms. 
Midkiff, how did we get here?” The answer was clear : the young people who came 
before them and worked hard opened the door for ACC to stand on stage in that 
amazing hall.

The pandemic has caused change in the world; however, it has not deterred the 
choristers from singing, the directors from teaching, and ACC from continuing to 
make a difference in the lives of local youth. One graduate reflected, “In ACC, it 
does not matter what clothes you wear, where you come from, what your accent is, 
or even what clique you belong to at school. We all come together for one purpose: 
to make beautiful music.” The music education and experiences that ACC has 
brought to its choristers have helped many reach goals they never thought possible. 

Six months ago, Selina made the difficult decision to retire at the end of June 2022. 
At ACC’s concert on May 15, 2022, Selina will pass on her baton as Artistic Director 
to Christopher (Chris) Brown. Chris came to ACC in 2020 during the pandemic, 
and his experiences and skills were found to be a perfect fit. A native of Charleston, 
he earned his bachelor’s degree from Glenville State College and his master’s in 
music performance from Eastern Kentucky University. Additionally, he became a 
national board-certified teacher in music education and then spent nearly twenty 
years teaching general, instrumental, and choral music in North Carolina. 

Under Chris’s leadership, ACC plans to continue offering West Virginia youth 
the highest quality of choral music education possible. The principles Selina has 
set in creating a culture of acceptance and high expectations will continue. Plans 
include implementing new programs to broaden ACC’s reach into schools and the 
community to create additional collaborative opportunities. Through the passage 
of time, the songs of ACC’s choristers will continue resounding throughout the 
community, the state, and the world.

Written by: Audrey Pitonak-Goff, Executive Director
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The Foundation’s Board of Trustees and Staff remember fondly L. Newton Thomas, Jr., who 
died last month at the age of 93.

Newt contributed his considerable energy and talents to the growth and 
development of the Foundation for over 44 years. He joined the Foundation’s 
Board in 1976 and served as its Chair in 1979 and 1980. After his term as a 
Board member expired, Newt devoted the rest of his life to the betterment 
of the Foundation and helped to ensure its success. He gave freely of his time 
and wisdom to the Foundation in the development of several of its initiatives, in 
particular in providing leadership and counsel for many years as an active member 
of the Foundation’s Investment Committee, a role in which he was instrumental 
in assisting the Foundation in developing its investment policies. Of particular note 
is that in 1976, the market value of the Foundation’s assets were $1,208,591.28. 
By the end of 2021, the market value of the Foundation’s assets had grown 
to $329,336,204. Perhaps more dramatically, in its 1978 Annual Report to the 
Community, the Foundation reported total grants in the amount of $71,687; in 2021 
the Foundation’s total grants were $12,084,130.

In addition to his leadership roles within the Foundation, many of us involved 
in the Foundation’s operations over the years—both Staff and Board members 
alike—were the beneficiaries of Newt’s mentorship and advice. He was a patient 
and thoughtful listener and provided valuable guidance on how the Foundation 
could increase the impact of its grantmaking by collaborating with other charitable 
foundations and organizations.

Above all, we will remember Newt for his boundless charitable spirit and his 
passionate commitment to improving the quality of life in his beloved Charleston 
and the Kanawha Valley. We are immensely grateful for his service and will endeavor 
in the years to come to build upon his legacy.
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Dr. Michelle Foster  
President and CEO

I adopted hope as my word for 2021. I hoped that my loved ones and I would be 
safe and healthy. I hoped that our country would heal from the multiple pandemics 
we faced. I hoped we could all get back to life as we knew it before much longer. 
Our Foundation’s theme for the year was even Facing the Future with 
Hope. Little did I know that not everyone in the community would be as excited 
to be vaccinated against COVID-19 as I was, which meant that the pandemic and 
its ravaging impacts on all aspects of our lives has continued into another year. 
Nevertheless, the work of The Greater Kanawha Valley Foundation moved forward 
as it has for 59 years with a fully vaccinated, flexible team that monitored the 
COVID-19 data and adjusted our activities accordingly. We received contributions 
and established new funds, awarded grants and scholarships, hosted the second 
cohort of the Building Bridges Leadership Institute as well as the 2021 Summit on 
Race Matters in West Virginia, and engaged external partners to conduct a grantee 
perception assessment and strategic plan update.

Contributions to the Foundation increased, and so did the number of new funds we 
manage. In 2021, we received $5,357,687 from generous donors, compared to the 
$3,599,905 received in 2020. Donors established a record 13 new funds in 2021, 
bringing our total number of funds to 555. Reflecting on the last 15 years, this was 
the highest number of new funds established in a given year.

We increased our grantmaking in traditional priority areas by awarding 101 
discretionary grants to support health, education, community economic 
development, basic needs, and arts and culture programs. These grants totaled 
$3,422,081 and will benefit over 600,000 West Virginians. In comparison, we 
awarded 94 discretionary grants in 2020 totaling $3,098,701, and we awarded 
an additional $1,365,641 through 52 grants to address COVID-19. Though 
we expended all funds designated for COVID-19 in 2020, we increased our 
grantmaking in health, education, community economic development, basic needs, 
and arts and culture by $323,380 in 2021 to address the continuing effects of the 
pandemic.

Even though we extended our scholarship application deadline from January 15 to 
February 15, we received 100 fewer applications than in 2020 – 611 versus 711. 
This reduction in applications resulted in $804,178 awarded from 114 specific 
scholarship funds through awards to 359 West Virginia students, compared to 
$830,155 through 370 awards in 2020.
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Our nonprofit strengthening efforts continued in 2021 with the second cohort 
of the Building Bridges Leadership Institute. Thirty-eight leaders registered for the 
Institute and the topics covered were as follows:

•  Adaptive Leadership in Uncertain Times: Clocks and Clouds with Donna 
Daniels,  Director of the Brushy Fork Institute

•  Human Resource Secrets I Only Tell My Friends with Bernie Deem, Principal 
of Align HR

• Grantwriting Best Practices and Funding Opportunities with Krista Cox of 
the WV Department of Economic Development, Jeri Metheny with the AEP 
Foundation, Lori Maynard with the Milan Puskar Trust, Alice Ruhnke with 
The Grant Advantage, and our own Progran Director Megan Simpson

• Financial Management for Nonprofits with CPA Kelly Shafer of Suttle 
and Stalnaker

• Understanding Privilege with Shante Ellis, Director of the YWCA 
Racial Justice Program

Here is some feedback from Building Bridges Leadership Institute attendees:

 “All of the sessions have been amazing and I’m so thankful to have been able to 
be a part of this.”

 “Although it wasn’t precisely what I expected based upon the title and topic, it 
was a great session! The presenter has a wonderful ability to connect with an 
audience. I found some of the information immediately relevant.”

 “The information was a little broad - it may have been helpful to offer two tracks, 
one for folks who have more grant writing experience and those who are newer.”

As promised at the end of the 2020 Summit on Race Matters in West Virginia, 
we hosted a follow-up session in October 2021 with the theme Moving from 
Awareness to Action: Focusing on Solutions. This session featured 14 West Virginia 
leaders from various sectors sharing their efforts to address diversity, equity, 
and inclusion within their respective organizations. Attorneys Kitty Dooley and 
Tom Heywood expertly facilitated two panels of these leaders, guided by 
questions submitted by registrants. The hybrid event included the speakers and 
facilitators gathering in-person on the West Virginia Culture Center stage and 
211 participants attending virtually. Thanks to the following presenters: Chris 
Beam (Appalachian Power), Felicia Bush (Harmony Mental Health), Ellen 
Cappellanti (Jackson Kelly, LLC), Kristi Dumas (Dumas Psychology Collective 
and The Brain Training Center), Christy Elliott (Truist Bank), Craig Glover 
(Familycare Health Center), Mayor Amy Goodwin (City of Charleston), 
Chief Tyke Hunt (Charleston Police Department), Drew McClanahan 
(WV Department of Education), Angie Settle and Shayla Leftridge (WV 
Health Right), Joe Tackett (WV Symphony Orchestra), Dedriell Taylor 
(WV Wesleyan College), and Bob Welch (Toyota Manufacturing West 

Virginia). A special thanks is due to Charleston NAACP President and 

CALL ING  ALL  SEASONED  AND  EMERG ING  NONPROF IT  LEADERS
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Summit planning team member Rev. Ronald English for his inspiring reflections. The 
reports from the 2020 and 2021 Summits on Race Matters in West Virginia are 
available at www.racematterswv.tv.

Finally, the Foundation board and staff felt that revisiting our strategic plan was 
appropriate, as the previous plan was developed more than seven years ago. 
Knowing that learning from our grantees is essential to the process, we retained 
the Center for Effective Philanthropy to conduct a Grantee Perception Report to 
provide valuable insight into the Foundation’s work. In addition, we retained Thomas 
Watson of Rural Support Partners to guide us through the strategic planning 
process. Thomas facilitated our previous approach, and the Foundation team was 
thrilled to work with him once more. Our updated Strategic Roadmap will be ready 
later this year.

Thank you to all the donors and community partners who contributed to the 
positive outputs from The Greater Kanawha Valley Foundation in 2021. We are 
excited about what lies ahead in 2022 as we celebrate our 60th anniversary.

THURSDAY, 
JUNE 16, 2022

5:OO PM AT 
THE CLAY CENTER

$6O PER PERSON

 

5:OO
HORS D’OEUVRES &
ENTERTAINMENT IN 
THE GRAND LOBBY

6:OO 
DINNER & 6OTH 
ANNIVERSARY 
PRESENTATION ON 
THE CLAY CENTER STAGE
(GUEST SPEAKER TO BE ANNOUNCED) 

FOR TICKETS VISIT OR CALL
THE CLAY CENTER BOX
AT 3O4-561-357O

CELEBRATE THE STRENGTH OF COMMUNITY 



Foundation Announces 
2021 Fourth Quarter 
Discretionary Grants 

Goodwill Industries of Kanawha Valley, Inc.-
GoodHOST: $52,600 (CED) 
The GoodHOST program serves the six counties in The 
Greater Kanawha Valley Foundation’s service area. Funding 
will support training and technical skills in the hospitality 
industry. GoodHost components such as social distanced 
learning, as well as remote and virtual learning, have been 
added to support the changing hospitality climate.  

Rivers to Ridges Heritage Trail, Inc.–Rivers 
to Ridges Heritage Trail Marketing and 
Community Economic Development Initiative 
Year #4: $31,000 (CED) 
This fourth year of funding will support the development 
and promotion of the Lower Kanawha River Recreation 
Trail. Due to the steady growth of interest in outdoor 
activities, efforts will enhance water-based adventures, hiking, 
biking, and running to attract destination tourists to the 
region. 

WV Food and Farm Coalition-Making Place 
Amongst Rural Grocery Stores: $76,700 (CED) 
The WV Rural Grocer Network project will increase the 
sustainability and viability of small, independently owned 
grocery stores in The Greater Kanawha Valley Foundation 
footprint through targeted assessment, technical assistance, 
and access to needed equipment. Funding will also support 
the development of activities within the network’s grocery 

Charleston, WVV – The Greater Kanawha Valley Foundation (TGKVF) Board of Trustees 
approved the distribution of 28 grants totaling $948,820. Funding supports programs 
such as Goodwill Industries of Kanawha Valley and their GoodHOST project.

Jonathan was an early participant in the GoodHOST program. After completing Soft 
Skills classes, a community-based assessment offered in partnership with the West 
Virginia Department of Rehabilitation Services, Goodwill was able to help Jonathan 
secure a full-time job at an area hotel. After a year of working, Jonathan has fulfilled 
his goal of reenrolling and completing his studies at Marshall University. In between his 
class schedule and on breaks, Jonathan continues to work at the hotel.

TGKVF awarded four responsive grants totaling $ 66,500 to Arts & Culture and Field-
of-Interest programs, and awarded 14 grants totaling $528,745 in the Foundation’s 
proactive areas of Community Economic Development (CED), Education, and Health. 
Funding was awarded to two Special Initiative grants in the amount of $60,000. 
Continued generous support from an anonymous donor provided funding for five 
Emergency Aid grants and three Dental Health grants totaling $293,575. 
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“The GOODhost program 
allows local West Virginians 
to start their career path in 
the hospitality industry.”  
 –Danial Gum, Director  
 of Mission Services   

“The bottom lands along 
Route 35/817 are famous 
for their historic homes 
and fertile soil and have 
tremendous potential 
for both agritourism and 
heritage tourism.”  
 –Chris Rizer, Executive 
 Director, Main Street, 
 Point Pleasant

“We want to help our 
community and customers 
and, with SNAP Stretch, 
hopefully we can better 
support our local farmers.”   
 –Bryan Nottingham



stores that tie into the community’s history and current 
ecotourism efforts which will strengthen the food economy 
and increase healthy food access. 

Future of Nursing West Virginia-West Virginia 
Nurse Entrepreneur Project: $42,100 (CED) 
In its fourth year of funding for this project, 
entrepreneurship and business coaching curricula will 
provide education and support for nurses who open health-
related businesses. In the first three years, the program has 
enrolled 50 nurses, aided in opening 20 businesses, including 
10 in the Foundation’s service area. Funding will continue to 
support teaching and coaching with three added features: 
additional webinars, marketing, and specialty group meetings.

Coda Mountain Academy-Coda Tutoring, 
Organizational Growth, and Program Support: 
$53,750 (Education) 
In its fifth year of support from TGKVF, Coda will expand 
its after-school tutoring program in Fayette County to 
include in-school support for classrooms and struggling 
students. By reinforcing art integration, the program will 
focus on academic recovery and social-emotional support 
needs due to COVID-19 disruptions. Funding will be used 
for AmeriCorps volunteers, supplies, capacity building, and 
tutors for Coda’s after-school programs as well as in-school 
partnerships with Adventure: Fayette County in drug 
prevention strategies. 

Legal Aid of West Virginia, Inc.-Lawyer in the 
School: $30,000 (Education) 
Lawyer in the School (LIS) stabilizes the lives of school 
families by providing free onsite legal assistance on issues 
such as housing, eviction, custody, public benefits, and 
employment barrier removal. LIS hosts weekly walk-in 
clinics and family night educational workshops at Mary C. 
Snow and Grandview Elementary to educate families on 
legal issues impacting stability. In the fourth year of TGKVF 
support, the program will continue to provide meals and 
activities for families at these family nights. 
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“We owe those lawyers and 
the school more than we 
can ever repay.”  
 –HK

“Coda is Fayette County 
Schools’ best kept secret. 
Coda finds ways to inspire 
and shed bright light on its 
students.”  
 –Jessica Moneypenny, 
 teacher

“It starts with you and an 
idea or passion.  Add in 
motivation, perseverance, 
mentorship and other 
support, and you are well 
on your way to doing great 
things!”  
 –Participant in our first 
 class.



West Virginia University Foundation-
Competition of VEX Educational Robotics 
to Advance Girls Education (COVERAGE): 
$43,845 (Education) 
In the COVERAGE program’s third year assisting middle and 
high school teachers to organize girls-only robotic classes 
in Fayette, Kanawha, and Lincoln counties, the program 
will expand to Clay and Putnam counties. The program is 
preparing for West Virginia’s first girls-only VEX robotics 
competition on May 24, 2022. Funding will support summer 
programming in partnership with the NASA Education 
Resource Center, stipends for teachers and student 
mentors, and equipment for schools in each county served. 

Read Aloud West Virginia, Inc.-Summer Book 
Binge Plus at Chesapeake Elementary: $8,900 
(Education) 
Read Aloud WV will partner with Chesapeake Elementary 
in Kanawha County to provide a Summer Book Binge 
book distribution for students, as well as an additional book 
distribution during the fall semester. Funds will be used to 
purchase books and materials for the two literacy events 
serving students, as well as to fund staff costs to administer 
the program. 

CARES-Community Autism Resources and 
Education Systems: $27,000 (Health) 
CARES offers support and socialization that is sensory 
sensitive for families affected by autism in Kanawha and 
Putnam counties. CARES will offer monthly programs such 
as Caregivers Night Out, Easter Egg Hunts, Family Fun Day, 
and visits to the Clay Center and Heritage Farms. Other 
events will include Summer camps, Movie Nights, Halloween 
parties, and Secret Santa exchanges. 

Fairness West Virginia Institute-Transgender 
Health Initiative: $24,500 (Health) 
Fairness West Virginia, a statewide LGBTQ organization, 
will address the health disparities transgender people face 
by organizing a series of training sessions with health care 
professionals from the Foundation’s six-county region. 
This third year of funding will support training healthcare 
providers, updating and promoting online and printed 
transgender-inclusive health care guides, and online training 
modules for providers to improve their skills. 
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“Coding turned out to be 
SO MUCH FUN, and it’s an 
experience I never would 
have even thought to have 
tried had it not been for 
this opportunity.”  
 –Female student  
 participating in the 
 online robotics 
 competition

“One child, en route to the 
hospital for an emergency 
appendectomy, kept telling 
his mother he couldn’t miss 
school because he would 
miss his books. He was so 
excited that he insisted on 
stopping on his way home 
from the hospital to receive 
his book bag.”  
 –Volunteer, Read Aloud

An online robotics competition was held on March 10, 2021. The Coral Cleanup challenge was 
selected as the topic of the online competition. In Coral Cleanup challenge, a robot is 
programmed to navigate an enclosed area to avoid obstacles and collect as much trash as 
possible. Nine teams of female middle school students participated in the online competition. 
Each team was given one week to develop a code for the Coral Cleanup challenge, by applying 
what they learned in this project including loops and sensors. Each team submitted their code 
before the online competition. On the competition day, each team’s code was executed, and the 
weight of trash collected by the robot was recorded as the score. When one team’s code was 
executed, it was watched and discussed by all the teams. Diverse strategies were demonstrated 
at the competition, and all the teams learned from each other. One team from Oak Hill Middle 
School collected the largest amount of trash and thus won the first place of the online 
competition. The picture below is a screen snapshot showing the score of one team. 
 

 
 

“CARES has brought us fun 
activities we would normally 
avoid and made my children 
feel comfortable at their 
own pace.”  
 -Program Participant

“Our Transgender Health 
Initiative has dramatically 
increased the affirming 
health care access 
transgender West Virginians 
have available,”  
 -Natasha Stone, 
 Transgender Visibility 
 Organizer



Kanawha State Forest Foundation-Completing 
the Middle Ridge Trail System of Kanawha 
State Forest: $30,000 (Health) 
The Middle Ridge Trail at Kanawha State Forest is a nine-
mile ridge-top trail built by volunteers. Due to challenging 
terrain, the front and back entrance points of the trail 
are unfinished and difficult for families, hikers, bikers, 
and runners to access. Funding will support utilizing a 
professional trail design and construction company to 
complete the trail, offering broader access to residents  
of Kanawha County and beyond for hiking, biking, running, 
and more. 

Think Kids, Inc.-Responding to the Needs of 
Children of the Drug Crisis: $24,000 (Health) 
Funding for this project will aid in the assessment and 
documentation of programs and services provided in 
TGKVF’s six-county area that are specific to the needs 
of children affected by the drug crisis. By partnering 
with United Way, this concise, comprehensive graphical 
representation will be available to the WV 211 database. 
This strategic collaboration will centralize efforts and 
provide the public with access across systems.  

Covenant House, Inc.-West Side Grown 
Extension Program: $45,000 (Health) 
West Side Grown Extension is a collaboration among Keep 
Your Faith Corporation (KYFC), several local farmers in 
the Kanawha Valley and surrounding areas, Mary C. Snow 
West Side Elementary, Piedmont Elementary, Bob Burdette 
Center, Kanawha County Youth Reporting Center, and 
WVU Extension in order to bring fresh, healthy, and local 
foods to elementary students and their families while 
promoting entrepreneurial skills and agricultural literacy. Pop 
up farmer’s markets will take place at partnering school 
sites, Charleston Kanawha Housing Authority housing 
communities, and at KYFC’s community office site located 
at 307 Delaware Avenue on Charleston’s West Side. This 
fourth year of funding will support program extension 
expenses. 
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“Having hiked, biked, and 
ran trails around the world 
- in Europe, Asia, Australasia, 
and the U.S. - I believe the 
completed Middle Ridge 
Trail system will become 
one of the premier trails 
in Southern West Virginia, 
providing a magnet 
destination for healthy 
outdoor activity.”   
 -George Singleton, 
 volunteer

“There are so many 
systems, resources, and 
initiatives to help kids 
already, but the people 
who should be connecting 
children and families to the 
existing resources are burnt 
out, unappreciated, and 
callused.”   
 –Volunteer

“This extra food really helps 
out between paychecks.”  
 –Covenant House client

Related Photos

Type to enter text

George and Bradley

Scouting Potential Trail Routes

Inclinometer Used to Check the Grade of the 
Slope During Preliminary Scouting

Existing Middle Ridge Trail: At Ridgetop (left) 
and a Lower Ridge Approach Trail (above)
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Partners in Health Network, Inc.-COPD Care 
Coordination Project: $39,350 (Health) 
In its second year of funding, Partners in Health Network 
will continue a COPD Care Coordination project providing 
care coordination and pulmonary rehabilitation using a 
telehealth approach. A specific web-based “Blue Marble 
app” is available and affordable for this purpose. Respiratory 
therapists at two Appalachian Pulmonary Health Project 
(APHP) sites are using this app to provide care coordination 
and home pulmonary rehabilitation. The app is provided 
free of charge to patients for at least one year. This grant 
supports on-going home-based service at 2 APHP sites 
with the goal of expanding to additional sites in the future.  

womanSong-womanSong 2022 Performances: 
$4,000 (Arts and Culture) 
Funding for womanSong will support the 2022 season 
concerts, the 24th year of performances. Concerts will 
include the May 7th Spring concert at St. Matthews 
Episcopal Church and the Winter Comfort and Joy 
concert in December 2022. These concerts will feature 
collaborations with local musicians and primarily serve 
residents of Kanawha and Putnam counties. 

Appalachian Children’s Chorus-Appalachian 
Festival of Young Voices 2022: $5,000 (Arts 
and Culture) 
At Appalachian Festival of Young Voices, national children’s 
choirs are invited to Charleston for a four-day event. 
Participants, including choristers from Fayette, Kanawha, 
Lincoln, and Putnam counties, work with the world-
renowned conductor Dr. Rollo Dilworth and are immersed 
in Appalachian culture and music through activities such as 
square dancing with live music. The experience is shared 
with the community in a free showcase performance to 
be held in June 2022. Funding will support educational 
resources provided by West Virginia artists. 

“This group is filling a 
sisterhood space in my 
heart!”  
 - New chorale member

“For years, the festival 
has not only been about 
education and bringing 
economic development 
to WV but about making 
magical memories.”  
 - Selina Midkiff, Founding 
 and Artistic Director

“Home-based pulmonary 
rehabilitation helped me 
quite a bit.  I’m able to do a 
lot more things that I enjoy. 
My sister and I are hiking 
and doing water aerobics.” 
 –Client
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Fayette County Family Resources Network-
Basic Needs Fulfillment: $20,000 (Field of 
Interest) 
The Fayette County Family Resource Network (FRN) 
receives requests for items throughout the year from 
agencies who provide direct services to the residents of the 
area. The largest requested items are beds, dressers, clothing, 
and household items. These requests will continue to be 
fulfilled through the generous donations of community 
members. Funding will allow the FRN to provide additional 
support to organizations and the community by showcasing 
a collaborative effort to meet the needs of residents. 

West Virginia State University Foundation, 
Inc.-WVSU Grandfamilies Program: $37,500 
(Field of Interest) 
West Virginia continues to rank second nationally with 
26,000 children in the care of grandparents. The West 
Virginia State University Healthy Grandfamilies Program 
offers educational resources through discussion sessions 
combined with social work case management services. 
Workshops are delivered through the WVSU Extension 
Service Family and Consumer Sciences program in 
collaboration with the WVSU Department of Social Work, 
which coordinates the intervention component. Due 
to COVID-19, the program model has been modified 
to continue to meet community need through phone 
conversations, educational printed materials sent through 
the US Mail, tangible resources, and social service support. 

Lincoln County Primary Care Center, Inc.-
Dental Project: $86,625 (Dental Health) 
Funding will support opening a dental clinic at the Sand 
Plant location of Lincoln County Primary Care Center 
(LCPCC), near the border of Kanawha and Lincoln 
Counties. The goal for the dental department is to prevent 
dental disease, identify at-risk students, and ensure that all 
students have a dental home while fulfilling the oral health 
recommendations of the WV Department of Education. 
This new location will allow more extensive services to 
Lincoln County children and adult residents of Lincoln and 
Kanawha Counties. 

“I am so glad to witness 
families receive items they 
desperately need. Often 
times our work does not 
have instant gratification. 
This proves that the work 
we are doing matters.”   
 - Diane Callison, FRN 
 Executive Director

“I have had several school 
personnel write to share 
how excited they are for 
their grandparents because 
there is finally a point of 
contact for those families 
in need. I get the sense 
that they think of them like 
family.”  
 –Volunteer

“This grant will serve 
children and adults in our 
area. There are five schools 
that will be served In 
Lincoln County, and opening 
the Sand Plant location 
will serve a wide variety of 
people as well.”   
 –Volunteer
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New River Health Association-New River 
Oral Health Project: $40,000 (Dental Health) 
Funding will support the provision of dental services to 
uninsured and underinsured patients at three New River 
Health Association sites. Funding will also support services 
offered to veterans. 

Kanawha Valley Fellowship Home, Inc.-Oral 
Health Treatments: $24,900 (Dental Health) 
The Kanawha Valley Fellowship Home provides a safe, sober, 
structured living environment for men in recovery from 
substance use disorder. Funding will provide each resident 
with a cleaning and dental exam, as well as treatments such 
as extractions, filling cavities, dentures, bridges, root canals, 
and crowns that may be necessary for the individual to be 
free of pain and have a nice smile. This will increase their 
self-esteem and ability to obtain employment. 

United Way of Central West Virginia-United 
We House: $50,000 (Emergency Aid) 
United Way of Central West Virginia utilizes data from 
WV211 to identify the needs of our community. Citizens 
can call WV211 to receive referrals and information about 
social services in their area based on their zip code. WV211 
works with callers to find appropriate funding sources. 
United Way of Central WV will utilize this funding to help 
those who have exhausted all other resources and personal 
funds to maintain housing, utility bills, and internet services 
for school age children. 

Mountain Mission, Inc.-Mountain Mission’s 
Emergency Assistance Program: $40,000 
(Emergency Aid) 
Mountain Mission’s Emergency Assistance Program provides 
low-income individuals and families with financial assistance 
to meet catastrophic housing, medical, and nutritional needs. 
Mountain Mission is currently adding a hot meal and food 
delivery program for seniors and veterans who are home-
bound. Funding for this project will help the organization 
serve at least 350 households in Kanawha County. 

United Way of Central West Virginia

New River Health

304-574-2076

Dr. Kara Vosler

 8/19/2021  9/24/2021

New River Health

304-574-2076

Dr. Kara Vosler

 8/19/2021  9/24/2021

“Without my lower partial, 
I had trouble chewing and 
had a lot of pain while 
eating. Since Medicare did 
not pay for partials, I had 
pain for years. I am so 
thankful that I can chew my 
food and not worry about 
painful gums.”  
 –Patient

“My life has changed 100% 
for the better since I’ve had 
dental extractions and new 
dentures. I have renewed 
relationships with my 
mother and children, and 
since I am employed, I am 
paying child support for their 
care. My hope is one day to 
reunite my family and enjoy 
sober living for the rest of 
my life, one day at a time.”  
 –Jason H., client

“Without this program, I 
would have lost my housing 
and be on the streets. 
My child would be in the 
system. I don’t know how 
to thank you.”  
 –Client

“My son with special needs 
would not have received 
the care that he needed in 
Cincinnati had Mountain 
Mission not been there to 
help us with transportation 
and a hotel stay, baby food, 
and diapers, among others 
things. Mountain Mission is 
truly doing God’s work.”   
 -Client
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Institute/West Dunbar/Pinewood Sub Area 
Planning Committee, Inc.-Emergency Funding 
for Street Lighting: $17,050 (Emergency Aid) 
For many years, the Institute/West Dunbar/Pinewood Sub 
Area Planning Committee has covered utility expenses 
for 200 streetlights in its service area at a reduced 
rate negotiated through American Electric Power and 
the Kanawha County Commission. The ongoing Covid 
pandemic has resulted in a decrease in the support the 
Committee uses to cover these expenses. Funding from 
the Foundation will assist the Committee with streetlighting 
as it works to re-engage its long-term business and 
community partners. 

Bible Center Church-Peers Encouraging Each 
Other with Robust Support (PEERS): $25,000 
(Emergency Aid) 
The WV Foster, Adoptive & Kinship Parents Network, in 
partnership with fiscal agent, Bible Center Church, seeks 
to increase support and information available to foster, 
adoptive, and kinship (FAK) parents in West Virginia. The 
Network provides peer support, training, and advocacy for 
FAK parents to help them navigate the system, improve 
their parenting skills, and build community to reduce 
isolation. The program will serve FAK parents in Boone, 
Clay, Fayette, Kanawha, Lincoln, and Putnam counties. 

Lincoln County Community Outreach 
Program-Community Peer Support: $10,000 
(Emergency Aid) 
Lincoln County Community Outreach Program (LCCOP) 
offers Peer Recovery Support Specialist services to 
those suffering from substance use disorder, co-occurring 
disorders, and mental illness in the Lincoln County 
area. The program aids in building recovery capital for 
participants through locating affordable housing, securing 
employment, and providing recovery meetings and other 
services. Funding from the Foundation will assist LCCOP 
in advocating for prevention services, early identification, 
intervention of symptoms, and creating an action plan to 
stop or reverse the progression of substance use disorder 
and mental illness.

Street  Lighting    

     

“The community is mostly a 
low income neighborhood, 
primarily made up of 
minority residents. Should 
these lights go out, the 
impact on the community 
would be severe. This 
service helps keep crime 
down throughout the area, 
not to mention providing 
safety for the area residents 
after dark.”  
 –Planning Committee 
 volunteer

“As a new foster/adoptive 
parent, the Caring for Kids 
in Care Conference was 
a tremendous resource 
for parenting. We heard 
knowledgeable speakers on 
trauma, neonatal abstinence 
syndrome, biology, and 
attachment among other 
topics. I only wish some 
of the sessions could have 
been longer!”  
 –S. Brown, Adoptive 
 Parent

“Going through active 
addiction in Lincoln County 
was so difficult because 
there were no resources or 
individuals to reach out to 
for help and support. This 
project could help others 
find a way out without 
having to leave their 
hometown and moving to 
another area.”   
 -Joni Adkins, PRSS, 
 Secretary
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West Virginia Public Broadcasting 
Foundation, Inc.-US & Them: Bridging 
Cultural Divides: $30,000 (Special Initiatives) 
Us & Them: Bridging Cultural Divides is a podcast and 
radio show whose mission is to foster understanding and 
respectful dialogue across the widening divide between 
differing customs, beliefs, and worldviews. The show 
engages people on all sides of the culture wars to access 
and illuminate their humanity. This year, the show will 
produce at least 23 episodes, half of which will focus on 
The Greater Kanawha Valley Foundation’s service area. 

Bible Center Church-The Maker’s Center: 
$30,000 (West Side Initiative) 
In its third year of support, The Maker’s Center will connect 
participants with mentors who will inspire creativity using 
cutting-edge technology, a fully-equipped workshop, and 
an art studio. Participants will include Kanawha County 
students, recovery program participants, and local residents. 
Funding will support next-level technology and art supplies. 

“I’d like to give my applause 
to the Us and Them 
episode on the band on 
the right side of music. It 
was informative and gave 
younger people an idea of 
the struggles that African 
Americans faced in 1960’s 
West Virginia. I’d love to 
hear more episodes like this 
in the future. Thank you for 
this amazing program.”  
 –Podcast audience 
 member

“I’m so glad I took this 
class, because I am a better 
dad!”  
 –Randall, Partners in 
 Parenting group 
 member

  

The Greater Kanawha Valley Foundation is grateful to our community of generous 
donors who make these and other grants possible. The programs and work approved 
for the fourth quarter of 2021 distributions are supported by the following funds: 
Anonymous Dental; Anonymous Emergency Aid; General BB&T;  Christ Life 
Fellowship Benevolence; General City National Bank; James F. Duncan Charitable; 
Rebecca Dickinson Goldsmith Memorial; Nan Nash Grosscup; Fred Haddad General; 
John Roy Harris; Vernon Harris; Bessie E. Henson Memorial; Grace S. Herscher 
Memorial; Georgia Singleton Herscher Memorial; Robert Crawford Hieronymus; John 
Hopkins; Charles Hopkins; JW and Gabrielle P. Hubbard Jr.; General Huntington Banks; 
Blanche E. Jacobson; Bernard H. Jacobson Cultural; Dorothy M. and Charles N. Jardin; 
Raleigh and Rita Jimison; Raleigh and Rita Jimison #2; Charles and Mary Ellen Jones 
General; George W. Jones Jr. Memorial; General  JP Morgan; Walter and Jillian Judy; 
Frank and Opal Keffer Memorial; Nancy Chilton Nelson Knapp Memorial; F.B. Lamb; 
Della R. P. Lewis General; Lloyd and Margaret B. Lloyd Jr. Trust; Mary Jane Mason Fisher 
General; Alfred and Lucy W. McClung; Peyton #1; Nancy Gay Randolph; George and 
Josephine Rogers;  Ann Bond and Thomas R. Stephens Charitable; General United 
National Bank;  General United National Bank #2; Dr. Charles and Margaret White 
Kniseley Memorial; and Women Working.
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