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Krista Cox
ARC Program Specialist
West Virginia Department of 
Economic Development 

krista.k.cox@wv.gov

Krista Cox is currently the ARC Program Specialist for the West Virginia ARC Program with the West Virginia 
Department of Economic Development.  She is a graduate of West Virginia University Institute of Technology 
where she earned a bachelor’s degree in Public Administration. With twenty-four years of state government 
experience, Krista has served under the administrations of three Governors. She has also worked for the Secretary 
of State’s Of�ce and the Education and Arts-Cabinet Secretary’s Of�ce. Krista’s experience includes state and 
federal agency liaison, legislative and policy work, and grant management. As ARC Program Specialist, she 
assists with administering the West Virginia ARC Program. She resides in Chesapeake, WV and has one daughter.

Jeri Matheney
Communications Director
Appalachian Power 

jhmatheney@aep.com 

In her position as communications director for Appalachian Power, Jeri Matheney oversees all communications 
activities for the company, serving 1 million customers and 3,000+ employees in West Virginia, Virginia and 
Tennessee. She is responsible for crisis communications, employee communications, media relations, advertising, 
education support, customer communications, community relations, special events, executive support, 
contributions, sponsorships, social media and the company’s internal and external websites. She manages a 
multi-million-dollar budget and leads a team of professional employees. She is honored to be the recipient of one 
parent company AEP’s highest awards, the Key Contributor Award.



Lori Maynard
Operations Manager
Milan Puskar Trust
Executive Director and Secretary
Milan Puskar Foundation

lori.maynard@milanpuskar.com
lori.maynard@puskarfoundation.org

Lori Maynard is a West Virginia native and West Virginia University graduate, with a degree in Education.  She has 
taught, worked in real estate, and managed operations and marketing for a venture capital investment �rm in the 
Washington, DC area.  She has managed all operations, as the only employee of the Milan Puskar Trust in 
Morgantown, WV, since February 2012.  In January 2020, the sole bene�ciary to the Milan Puskar Trust, the Milan 
Puskar Foundation was launched with Lori as it’s Executive Director and Secretary. 

Alice Ruhnke
Founder and Owner
The Grant Advantage

alice@thegrantadvantage.net

Alice Ruhnke is the founder and owner of The Grant Advantage, progressive, innovative consulting business 
devoted to helping nonpro�t organizations unleash their strengths to embrace tomorrow’s opportunities. Located 
in Charleston, West Virginia, The Grant Advantage’s services include grant writing; funding searches; outcome 
measurement systems; capacity building assistance; and learning opportunities through trainings, workshops, 
webinars, and manuals. 

Alice has raised over $40 million writing federal, state, foundation, and corporate grants and has been in charge of 
awarding and monitoring federal funds to nonpro�t organizations throughout West Virginia. If Alice is not at her 
computer writing, she can usually be found facilitating trainings for individuals and organizations. Alice is also the 
author of Mapping the Course: A Practical Approach to Grant Writing, a practical, step-by-step manual that walks 
through an entire grant proposal from start to �nish. 

Megan Simpson
Program Officer
TGKVF

msimpson@tgkvf.org

Megan is the Health Program Of�cer at The Greater Kanawha Valley Foundation and has been at the Foundation 
since May 2015. She is a Parkersburg, WV native and a graduate of Purdue University. Megan previously served on 
the board of the West Virginia Children’s Advocacy Network and now is member of their Awareness Committee. 
She serves on the Friends of the Library steering committee for Kanawha County, and is a co-chair for the 
Appalachian Funders Network Health Group. 


