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In March 2022, the West Virginia State University (WVSU) Board of Governors 
granted me the highest honor of my professional career when they unanimously 
selected me to serve as the 13th president of this great institution.  

West Virginia State University has a storied past dating back to our founding on 
March 17, 1891. From very humble beginnings, WVSU has risen to become a key 
player to the fabric of life in the Kanawha Valley, throughout the state of West 
Virginia and beyond.

The university has served as a prosperity platform for thousands of students 
to achieve life accomplishments that could only be possible through hard work, 
dedication, and the power of a college degree. We count among our alumni 
Presidential Medal of Freedom recipients Katherine Johnson and the Rev. Leon 
Sullivan; Congressional Medal of Honor recipient Major General Charles Rogers; 
NBA Hall of Fame legend Earl Lloyd and NFL Hall of Fame member Bill Nunn; the 
Tuskegee Airmen; Judge Damon J. Keith; Broadway actor Lou Myers; and the list 
goes on and on. 

Equally important, we count among our alumni nearly 10,000 people right here 
in the Kanawha Valley alone that collectively make a powerful contribution to the 
local and state economy and play important roles in the community through their 
leadership in every walk of life. Kanawha County Commission President Kent 
Carper, former West Virginia Secretary of Commerce C. Edward Gaunch, West 
Virginia Insurance Commissioner Allan McVey, and retired CAMC Foundation 
President E. Gail Pitchford all obtained their college degrees from WVSU and have 
had a tremendous impact on the Kanawha Valley. 

Our history as a land-grant institution is one of impact 
and service to the people of West Virginia, with our 
programming reaching all of the state’s 55 counties 
and impacting thousands of lives annually.

Our rich history is a powerful foundation for our 
future.

Over the course of the past year, we have come 
together to weather the storms of change and to 
embrace new opportunities that are helping us to move WVSU forward toward a 
new era of exceptionalism, innovation, and service to the Mountain State.

The Greater Kanawha Valley Foundation

Strengthening our community so all of the people 
and places we serve have the opportunity to thrive.
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This is an extraordinarily exciting time to be a member of the WVSU community. 
Despite a challenging higher education landscape, we continue to make great strides 
in adding new and innovative programs and services to meet the needs of the state 
of West Virginia and beyond.

This past fall we launched a new cybersecurity program to meet the growing 
demand for trained professionals in this critical field. We are in the process of adding 
our first doctoral degree program, one that will continue to build on the university’s 
reputation as a leader in producing highly skilled professionals in the education field.

Finally, we are in the process of finalizing the university’s next strategic plan. Our 
plan will be bold and drive a shared vision for our university as a student centered, 
customer service driven, doctoral land-grant university that is grounded in its 
heritage as an HBCU and focused on its future as an inclusive institution of higher 
learning with nationally recognized faculty, academic programs, and research that 
supports the emerging needs of students, industry, and the state of West Virginia. 

WVSU’s faculty, staff, alumni and the Kanawha Valley all contribute to our success. 
We look forward to partnering with organizations like The Greater Kanawha Valley 
Foundation and others to continue the work of improving our community.

Go State! 

Ericke S. Cage, JD is the 13th president of West Virginia State University. 

We are in the process of 

finalizing the university’s 

next strategic plan.
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Dr. Michelle Foster  
President and CEO

Partnership is not a posture, but a process — a continuous process 
that grows stronger each year as we devote ourselves to common tasks  
     – John F. Kennedy

At TGKVF we strongly encourage grant applicants and grantees to partner.  
We believe that partnerships help to maximize impact.

At my core I am shy and introverted. But as a leader, I realized that I can’t just stay in 
my office with my head down, all day, every day. Getting out and being a part of the 
community is important. I’m a Rotarian and a member of several local and regional 
philanthropy groups and service organizations and sit on various Boards. I attend 
business after hours events and various fundraisers and galas not because I have free 
time on my hands, but because it’s what is necessary for me to be in community. 
The community I am referring to is the fellowship with others who share common 
attitudes, interests and goals. I am in community with all the people working to make 
West Virginia an even better place to live, work, play, pray and raise a family. So, I press 
through my introverted ways and connect to build social capital which I’m defining 
simply as the existence of a certain set of informal values or norms shared among 
members of a group that permit cooperation among them.

A partnership is the cooperative relationship between two or more parties for 
the benefit of both or the greater good. They are formed between individuals, 
organizations, agencies, foundations, businesses, etc. that want to combine forces for 
a better result. Partnerships can leverage, to name just a few things, time, money 
and personnel for a larger impact. They are mutually beneficial to the participating 
organizations as well as the community as a whole.

Cultivating connections between a program and community stakeholders are key 
to success. A nonprofit cannot exist on an island by itself. Partnerships build synergy. 
Synergistic outcomes result from the effectiveness of leadership, administration, 
management, the efficiency of the alliance, and the sufficiency of resources.   

MAXIMIZING IMPACT BY 
BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS AND 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT

This article is an excerpt  
from my first book,  

Maximizing Impact: Success 
Strategies for Dynamic Nonprofits.

Cultivating connections 
between a program and 
community stakeholders  

are key to success.
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A synergistic collaboration involves:

• recruiting a broad range of stakeholders to the group

• motivating participants to work together by articulating common goals

• empowering the group with a collaborative process to address problems

• encouraging group members to develop relationships with one another and 
 engage in an ongoing discourse (Lasker & Weiss, 2003)

Partners play an important role in sustainability and success in several ways:

1 They can connect an organization to more significant resources or expertise.  
 They can also complement an organization’s services and serve as an advocate

2 Partners can help rally the community around an initiative and its desired   
 outcomes

3 Partners can be an organization’s champions and help to tell its story 

I recommend developing a strategic partnership approach with partners across 
sectors, including alliances among private, public and philanthropic organizations, not 
when you need them for a funding proposal but as you design your program. For 
example, one of the nonprofit programs I ran was a responsible fatherhood program. 
Our partners included: the federal funding agency; State Division of Corrections 
and Rehabilitation; State Workforce 
Offices; State Child Support 
Enforcement Offices; Churches; 
2-year and 4-year Colleges and 
Universities; Career and Technical 
Colleges; and Employers.

There are usual partnerships 
and unusual partnerships. Usual 
partnerships are those that by 
definition of the problem or issue 
being addressed have a natural 
affinity. They are fairly straightforward 
in composition, but not necessarily easy to create. Unusual partnerships are 
relationships among organizations that at first glance do not share a common 
purpose. They require more creativity and thinking but often have even greater 
results. Unusual partnerships are created when organizations examine their larger 
interests and the larger interests of others and see the connections and synergy that 
could be created together. Both approaches make sense, but they are not easy to do. 
Building strategic partnerships means: 

• Giving up some control 

• Rethinking competition for funds 

• Being willing to share the limelight on success and failure

Encourage group members 
to develop relationships with 
one another and engage in an 

ongoing discourse.



Foundation Announces 
2022 Fourth Quarter 
Discretionary Grants 

Goodwill Industries of Kanawha Valley, Inc. – 
GoodHOST: $44,198 (CED) 
The GoodHOST program provides Goodwill participants 
with experience and portable credentials within the 
hospitality industry. GoodHOST components, including 
socially distanced, remote, and virtual learning, have 
been added to support the changing hospitality climate. 
GoodHOST serves Kanawha, Fayette, and Clay counties.  

Goodwill Industries of KYOWVA Area, 
Inc.  – Goodwill of KYOWVA Lincoln County 
Independent Living/Life Skills Program: 
$37,000 (CED) 
Expanding Goodwill’s Independent Living Program 
contributes to the success of individuals with disabilities in 
Lincoln County. The Independent Living Program offers an 
environment where students achieve their highest level of 
independence, advanced quality of life, and employment 
goals. The program collaborates with Lincoln County 
Opportunity Company to provide three sites for much-
needed hands-on training. TGKVF funding will provide 
much-needed supplies, equipment, and personnel support 
to achieve our goals.

Charleston, WV – The Greater Kanawha Valley Foundation (TGKVF) Board of Trustees 
approved the distribution of 46 grants totaling $1,434,068. Funding supports programs 
such as Lawyer in the School (LIS), which stabilizes the lives of school families by 
providing free onsite legal assistance on issues such as eviction, custody for caregivers, 
and public benefits during weekly clinics at Mary C. Snow Elementary. LIS also hosts 
family educational workshops at the school to educate families on issues impacting 
stability.

Recently, a grandmother raising her granddaughter received assistance for housing 
issues through the LIS program. She stated that “Legal Aid helped my granddaughter 
and me. My landlord was supposed to pay the water bill but didn’t. So Legal Aid took 
him to court, and the judge said he had to pay back a month’s rent and $5,000. I am 
thankful for the help.”

TGKVF awarded $121,520 to Arts & Culture, Basic Needs, and Field-of-Interest 
programs and $739,198 in the Foundation’s proactive areas of Community and 
Economic Development (CED), Education, and Health. In addition, funding of $322,500 
was awarded for Special Initiative projects. Continued generous support from an 
anonymous donor provided funding for Dental and Emergency Aid grants totaling 
$250,850. 

5

“My life skills classes taught 
me independence, money 
management, and job 
preparation with confidence. 
I’m able to do great things.”  
 – Program participant

“GoodHOST allowed 
me and individuals like 
me to participate in our 
community again.” 
 – GoodHOST 
 participant



Future of Nursing West Virginia – 
Entrepreneur Project: $40,000 (CED) 
The Future of Nursing program provides coaching, business 
development training, and business planning resources to 
nurses wanting to open health-related businesses or those 
currently in business. In addition, funding will be used to 
develop a county entrepreneur assessment program, meet 
with key stakeholders to educate local influencers about the 
program, identify the county’s unique entrepreneur needs, 
and identify nurses who could launch businesses to meet 
these specific needs. 

Rivers to Ridges Heritage Trail, Inc. – Rivers 
to Ridges Heritage Trail Community Economic 
Development Grant: $28,477 (CED) 
Rivers to Ridges Heritage Trail strides to develop a model 
for promoting outdoor recreation events and activities 
in Kanawha and Putnam Counties. Trails and outdoor 
recreation are essential to encouraging economic growth, 
especially with small businesses selling sporting equipment, 
print shops, and others involved in hospitality. Continued 
funding will aid the project in expanding outreach efforts 
toward communities and businesses. 

WV Food and Farm Coalition – Making Place 
Amongst Rural Grocery Stores: $50,000 (CED) 
The Making Place Amongst Rural Grocery Stores project 
will increase the sustainability and viability of independently-
owned and operated grocery stores and retailers through 
expanded technical assistance and the development of 
placemaking activities. These activities will build from their 
community’s history, culture, and current ecotourism efforts 
to drive more customers to the communities and stores. 
Meeting these two goals strengthens the region’s food 
economy while increasing healthy food access. TGKVF funds 
will provide technical assistance and support Placemaking 
activities and marketing of project participants in Clay, 
Kanawha, and Fayette counties. 

Girl Scouts of Black Diamond Council, Inc. – 
Girls Scouts of Black Diamond Out of School 
Day Camps: $ 5,000 (Education) 
Girl Scouts of Black Diamond Council (GSBDC) Out of 
School Day Camps will provide paid internships for local 
college students and a safe, engaging out-of-school time 
program for children. Day camp activities will allow girls 
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“Day camp gives us the 
opportunity to promote 
service, leadership, 
empowerment, kindness, 
and social/emotional skills 
through fun, engaging 
programming!”  
 –  Cate Phillips,  
 Director of Education 
 and Programming 
 Services

“I was having a hard time 
writing my business plan. 
The course provided the 
support and tools to create 
a realistic plan. The 1:1 
coaching and networking 
helped me to solve 
problems.”  
 – JE, owner

“In their effort to promote 
recreation and the heritage 
of their target communities, 
Rivers to Ridges is helping 
to increase the flow of 
tourists to the area in 
order to support economic 
development. Rivers to 
Ridges Heritage Trail is doing 
remarkable things.” 
 – April White, Rivers to 
 Ridges Marshall 
 University 2022 summer 
 intern

“I would not have been able 
to afford financial technical 
assistance if not for the WV 
Rural Grocer Network.” 
 – Noel Johnson, Owner, 
 Eclectic Goods Market



to explore their creativity, discover leadership skills within 
themselves, and build lifelong friendships while providing 
accessible childcare options to families and paying, real-world 
experiences to higher education students in our community. 
TGKVF funding will support membership costs for girls 
in Kanawha County who may need financial assistance, 
materials for arts and activities, and GSBDC staff time.  

Legal Aid of West Virginia, Inc. – Lawyer in the 
School: $49,500 (Education) 
Lawyer in the School (LIS) stabilizes the lives of school 
families by providing free onsite legal assistance on issues like 
eviction, custody for caregivers, and public benefits during 
weekly clinics at Mary C. Snow Elementary. LIS also hosts 
family educational workshops at the school to educate 
families on issues impacting stability. TGKVF funding will 
support the work of LIS staff to serve families and the costs 
associated with hosting family workshops.  

Coda Mountain Academy – Coda Tutoring, 
Organizational Growth, and Program Support: 
$71,323 (Education) 
A sixth year of support from TGKVF enables Coda to 
continue its innovative after-school tutoring program. In 
addition, it contributes toward stabilizing existing programs 
and capacity building as Coda moves toward Phase 1 of 
building The Coda Center, an educational training and 
enrichment center in Fayette County. 

WV Professional Dance Company – STEAM 
Education through the Arts including Reading 
and History: $38,000 (Education) 
TGKVF funding will support WV Dance Company serving 
Boone, Fayette, Kanawha, and Lincoln counties with STEAM 
workshops, 100-page study guides, movement samples 
through STREAM, and a reflection of Shakespeare’s 
“Macbeth” with a film and guide. Organizations to be served 
are Gateway Community Center, Appalachian Gateway 
Communities, a program under the Appalachian Regional 
Commission, and 22 schools throughout the counties 
mentioned above. 
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“It was phenomenal how 
WV Dance Company 
integrated the curriculum in 
all aspects of their project, 
which was totally engaging 
and enjoyable!”  
 – Lori Huffman, Principal, 
 Hamlin K-8, Lincoln 
 County, WV

“LIS saved my granddaughter 
from a bad situation. I had 
her since birth, and LIS got 
me guardianship through the 
court. It is the best program 
around!”  
 – Grandmother of 
 student LIS assisted with 
 guardianship

“I used to have no friends, 
but now I do.  And I’m trying 
new things.”  
 – Fayette County 
 student



Kanawha County Board of Education – DuPont 
Middle STEM Lab – Capacity Project: $6,300 
(Education) 
TGKVF funds will be used to purchase 24 wedge desks, 
increasing capacity for a STEM-based classroom serving 
grades 6-8. New desks will allow the classroom to be fluid 
and transitional based on the project, competition, and 
assignment. They will also promote classroom engagement, 
collaboration, and expansion of current operating programs. 
More than 130 students will benefit from this project.  

The Salvation Army Boys & Girls Club – 
Readers are Leaders: $60,000 (Education) 
Readers Are Leaders is a comprehensive literacy initiative 
to promote literacy and youth success across Kanawha 
County. The initiative works with other community partners, 
combining evidence-based programs, including virtual 
tutoring, interactive activities, and a summer literacy program. 
Funding will provide for implementation and building long-
term sustainability. 

West Virginia Public Broadcasting Foundation, 
Inc. – Daniel Tiger’s Little Learners: $50,000 
(Education) 
Daniel Tiger’s Little Learners will provide curriculum, 
instruction, and support to children in daycare and Head 
Start settings in Boone County. The teaching is based on 
Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood from Fred Rogers’s landmark 
social-emotional learning curriculum. Children will learn a 
series of “strategy songs” to help manage emotions and 
develop critical social and emotional skills while exploring 
and creating. After successful implementation, a train-the-
trainer model will be established for additional locations. 
Funding will support the most at-risk students and their 
families with access to a high-quality, social-emotional 
curriculum that supports a foundation for reading and 
problem-solving. 

Read Aloud West Virginia, Inc. – Capacity 
Building and Book Distribution in the Upper 
Kanawha Valley; $26,000 (Education) 
Read Aloud WV will partner with three upper Kanawha 
Valley schools (Chesapeake Elementary, Sharon Dawes 
Elementary, and East Bank Middle) to provide choice-based 
book distributions for students and volunteer readers for 
requesting classrooms. Funds will be used to purchase books 
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“Most children remember 
the specific books they 
select to receive at 
our Book Binge events. 
Once a child expressed 
disappointment that the 
book he’d chosen wasn’t 
included in his pack. While 
we assured him we’d get the 
book to him, which we did, 
the encounter reminds us 
that generating excitement 
and anticipation around 
books works.”   
 – Amanda Schwartz, 
 Communications and 
 Development Director 
 of Read Aloud WV

“Daniel Tiger is relatable for 
our early learners. His Life’s 
Little Lessons curriculum 
provides a simple, research-
based foundation for literacy 
and social-emotional skills.”  
 – Maggie Holley, Director 
 of Education, West 
 Virginia Public 
 Broadcasting

“Readers Are Leaders has 
the potential to provide 
generationally impactful 
change to young people who 
need it the most.”  
 – Justin Clark, Executive 
 Director

“DuPont Robotics is 
growing astronomically 
and will continue to do so 
because of this funding.”  
 – Kelly Martin
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and materials for five literacy events serving low-income 
children, to fund staff costs to administer the program, and 
to support Salesforce customization to improve functionality 
and build capacity in our Volunteer Reader program, which 
places reading role models throughout TGKVF’s footprint 
and in classrooms across the state. 

Fairness West Virginia Institute – The West 
Virginia Transgender Health Initiative: $54,750 
(Health) 
Fairness West Virginia, the statewide LGBTQ organization, 
will address health disparities faced by transgender people 
in our state by organizing training sessions with healthcare 
professionals from the six-county region covered by TGKVF. 
In addition, the Women’s Health Center will partner with 
Fairness on this initiative and use this grant’s funding to hire 
an LGBTQ Health Coordinator. This coordinator will liaison 
with the clinic and patients to increase preventative wellness 
visits and wraparound services. 

Keep Your Faith Corporation, Inc. – West Side 
Grow Project (Miss Ruby’s Corner Market): 
$49,750 (Health)  
Miss Ruby’s Corner Market, a Keep Your Faith Corporation 
project, serves urban Kanawha County. This project will 
provide food access opportunities to seniors via the 
Produce Pedal-ers, a bicycle delivery program. Additionally, 
funding will aid in the first phase of the farm space’s 
transition from a demonstration area to a working 
production area and continued support of pop-up farmers 
markets. 

Think Kids, Inc. – Responding to the Needs of 
Children of the Drug Crisis: $26,300 (Health) 
Think Kids will hold public conversations to help identify 
and articulate the needs of people with substance use 
disorder. In addition, two local artists will produce articles 
and videos of interviews of meeting participants. Finally, an 
event showcasing these final pieces will be held to convey 
an honest account of these experiences to the community. 
The project will primarily serve Kanawha County, but gas 
cards will be available for those in surrounding counties who 
wish to participate. 

“I think we first had a health 
and wellness crisis, and it 
evolved to a disconnection 
crisis. People lost jobs, they 
lost hope, and found other 
ways to cope.”  
 – Putnam County 
 Listening Session 
 participant

“This initiative is helping 
transgender Mountaineers 
access the health care they 
need — when and where 
they need it.”  
 – Jack Jarvis,  
 Communications  
 Director, Fairness West  
 Virginia Institute

“This project will not just 
help the community; it will 
help the city!”  
 – Participant in Pop Up  
 Farmers Markets who  
 is very interested in 
 Miss Ruby’s Corner 
 Market becoming a 
 reality
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CARES-Community Autism Resources 
and Education Systems – CARES Family 
Programming and Support Services: $47,750 
(Health) 
CARES provides monthly sensory-sensitive and inclusive 
events for autistic children and their families living in Boone, 
Kanawha, and Putnam counties. Funds for this portion of 
the project go toward facility rentals, event supplies, food, 
and licensed specialist support services. The other aspect of 
this project, implemented in 2022, is the Caregiver Hotline 
and Social Work services. Funding for this portion will be 
used toward the employment of a licensed social worker 
who operates the line to provide resources and emotional/
mental support and meets with families to counsel 
caregivers on behavioral tools and processes to use in the 
home. 

Partners in Health Network, Inc. – COPD Care 
Coordination Project: $39,100 (Health)  
This COPD Care Coordination Project provides active 
outreach to persons with chronic lung diseases. Once 
contacted, the goal is to offer and enroll each person in 
Pulmonary Rehabilitation Care (PR) at Cabin Creek Health 
Center in Kanawha County and New River Health Center 
in Fayette County. The funding provides salary support for 
respiratory therapists and care coordinators who identify, 
contact, and enroll patients in pulmonary rehabilitation.  

Kanawha State Forest Foundation – 
Completion of the Middle Ridge Trail System: 
$29,750 (Health)  
This project will complete the Middle Ridge Trail System, the 
most popular trail in Kanawha State Forest. While volunteers 
built the existing nine miles of the trail, the front and back 
ends still need to be completed. Construction has begun 
on the back end, but much is required to complete the 
process. Additionally, the front end has only been roughly 
mapped. Due to the challenging terrain, this project will use 
professional trail builders to complete the trail, thus offering 
easier access for hiking, biking, running, races, and more. 

“Having hiked, biked, and 
run trails around the world 
- Hong Kong, Taiwan, New 
Zealand, France, and the 
U.S. - I believe a completed 
Middle Ridge Trail system 
will become one of the 
premier trails in Southern 
West Virginia and a magnetic 
destination for healthy 
outdoor activity.”   
 – George Singleton, Vice 
 Chairman, Kanawha 
 State Forest Foundation

“CARES has been an 
awesome resource for 
our family. We love having 
the chance to meet other 
families with supportive 
volunteers who understand 
our kids. CARES has 
brought us fun activities and 
events we would normally 
avoid and made my children 
feel comfortable at their 
own pace.”  
 – Brandy Haid, Parent

“There hasn’t been a single 
person I have seen not 
benefit from Pulmonary 
Rehabilitation classes. 
Everybody is a success story 
in some regard.”  
 – Carrie Cashen RRT,  
 Respiratory Therapist  
 with New River Health  
 Association
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Community Care of West Virginia – Stepping 
Up for Better Health: $16,000 (Health)  
TGKVF funding will provide additional patient programming 
and continue previous work at the Big Otter Walking 
Trail in Clay County. Funding will be used to purchase 
produce, materials, and supplies for participants to maintain 
and promote the trail—the public benefits from trail 
development and outreach. 

Kanawha Charleston Health Department 
Strategic Planning for the Kanawha Charleston 
Health Department: $5,000 (Health) 
Funding will support the Kanawha Charleston Health 
Department (KCHD) strategic plan revision adopted in 
2017. In addition, KCHD leadership will focus on defining its 
role in a post-pandemic world.  

womanSong – womanSong 2023 Performances: 
$4,443 (Arts and Culture)  
womanSong 2023 performances will serve Kanawha and 
Putnam counties and include two featured concerts:  Spring 
2023, completing womanSong’s 25th season, and Comfort 
and Joy in December 2023. womanSong will also perform 
two sets at the GoodNight 2023 event. In addition, the 
Chorus will collaborate with local musicians and reach 700 
people. TGKVF funding will support the purchase of music, 
concert technical support, marketing, scholarships, and guest 
artists. 

Friends of Alban Arts & Conference Center – 
Alban Arts Center Workshops and Equipment 
for Technical Theatre Instruction: $10,000 
(Arts and Culture) 
Funding will be used to provide training for technical 
personnel in the arts community in Kanawha and Putnam 
counties. These workshops will provide training in the 
technical aspects of the creative process and include lighting 
and sound equipment, set, costume, and prop design. Training 
also includes working with the specialized equipment 
needed for lighting and sound. 
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“When I pulled in and saw 
the park it just immediately 
made me more relaxed 
about my upcoming visit.”  
 – Clinic patient

“We want to get back to 
being a health department—
not just the ‘COVID 
Department’.”  
 – Steven C. Eshenaur,  
 DO, MBA, KCHD Health  
 Officer and Executive  
 Director

“That kind of technical class 
would be the next level up 
for someone like me.”  
 – Cayce Phalen, technical 
 theatre volunteer

“Such a beautiful addition to 
our community. womanSong 
is excellent! Keep 
experimenting, keep singing.” 
 – Concert attendees
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Kanawha Valley Friends of Old Time Music 
and Dance (FOOTMAD) – Dance of Hope from 
Uganda in Kanawha County Schools: $7,900 
(Arts and Culture) 
FOOTMAD will host twelve young artists from Uganda as 
the troupe “Dance of Hope” works in residency at West 
Side Middle School in Kanawha County with choral and 
general music students. In addition, cultural presentations 
will be made for other Kanawha County schools during 
April 24-28, 2023.  

Historic Fayette Theater, Inc. – Developing a 
Strategic Plan for Historic Fayette Theater’s 
Future: $5,000 (Arts and Culture)  
Funding for the Historic Fayette Theater will support the 
development of a strategic plan, including capacity and 
sustainability support, enabling more effective service to the 
community as a performing arts organization. Fayette and 
surrounding counties are strongly impacted, but as the New 
River Gorge grows in reputation as a tourist destination, 
programming will be available for visitors from across the 
nation. 

Kanawha Valley Senior Services, Inc. – Moving 
Forward- Post Covid: $3,500 (Field-of-
Interest) 
Kanawha Valley Senior Services serves seniors aged 60 
and up in Kanawha County. TGKVF funding will support 
necessary training, such as classes to assist in grant writing 
and restarting the newsletter. Funding will also support an 
upgrade in laptops for social service staff who are the first 
contact for seniors calling for assistance. 

Fayette County Family Resource Network 
– Basic Needs Fulfillment: $25,304 (Basic 
Needs) 
The Fayette County Family Resource Network (FRN) 
operates a Basic Needs Fulfillment program. This program 
receives item requests from direct service providers, like 
DHHR, the school system, or other local agencies for needy 
individuals. These item requests can include furniture such 
as beds and dressers, clothing for adults and children, and 
household items like bedding or hygiene items. FRN Board 
of Directors members review referrals and determine the 
appropriate funding for the request. TGKVF funding will be 
used to purchase the basic need items. 

“I got custody of my great 
niece and she brought 
nothing with her. They 
provided all clothing, a 
comforter set, lunch box, 
and a baby doll. I greatly 
appreciate their help. She 
even said ‘now I have pretty 
clothes’.”  
 – C.B., program 
 participant

“My mother is a hundred 
pounds or less and really 
needs these meals.”  
 – Daughter of a home 
 delivered meal client

“Most of all, we want to 
be a positive force for the 
growth of the arts in Fayette 
County.”  
 – Leadership team, 
 Historic Fayette Theater

“This Dance of Hope 
residency is an opportunity 
to provide a concrete and 
authentic connection for our 
students with young cultural 
ambassadors. It will provide 
the students a chance to 
participate with the larger 
world. This is something that 
they desperately want to do, 
but things like transportation 
or money or time continue 
to be barriers.”  
 – Marquita Bukovinsky, 
 lead teacher for the 
 WSMS Dance of Hope 
 residency
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Teays Valley Community in Action – Shoe 
Purchases for 2023: $13,265 (Basic Needs)
TGKVF funding will be used to purchase quality new shoes 
for needy children in Putnam County in 2023. All schools 
serving Pre-K through Sixth grade are eligible; currently, 
fourteen schools are participating. Shoes are purchased 
twice each year, in February and September. Each child’s 
foot is measured, and each pair of shoes is bought in that 
specific size. In addition, all children serviced are eligible for 
free or reduced lunch. 

Mountain Mission, Inc. – Mountain Mission’s 
Emergency Assistance Program: $22,108 
(Basic Needs) 
Mountain Mission’s Emergency Assistance Program provides 
low-income individuals and families financial assistance 
to meet catastrophic housing, medical, and nutritional 
needs. TGKVF funding will support individuals and families 
throughout Kanawha County by helping with various 
housing and utility needs, medical needs, and healthy food 
items. The project also includes a hot meal/food delivery 
program for seniors, veterans, and disabled residents who 
are home-bound. 

West Virginia Oral Health Coalition – Smiles 
Across West Virginia: $30,000 (Dental) 
Accessing essential dental services can be extremely 
difficult for adults living in rural Appalachia with Substance 
Use Disorder (SUD). This population may face stigma 
associated with their socioeconomic status and the stigma 
associated with experiencing SUD. Funding will support 
private dentists and programs by providing preventive/
restorative care to adults in substance use recovery 
in Boone, Clay, Fayette, Kanawha, Lincoln, and Putnam 
counties. 

New River Health Association – Dental Grant: 
$15,000 (Dental) 
Funding will continue to provide dental services in TGKVF’s 
six-county area for low-income and under-insured patients. 
Funding for veterans and people in addiction recovery 
programs will be a priority.  

“No one has ever been this 
good to me. Thank you.” 
 – US veteran

“After the sudden loss of my 
husband, myself and our four 
children were an emotional 
mess. Mountain Mission was 
there to help us get our 
lives straightened back up 
and helped us with a variety 
of bills and food so we 
could stay in our home and 
stay together.  Thank you, 
Mountain Mission.”  
 – Tasha

“Your program does much 
more than just supply shoes. 
It lets students know they 
are important.”  
 – Retired teacher
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Lincoln County Primary Care Center, Inc. – 
Dental Project 2022: $50,000 (Dental) 
The goal of the Dental Project is to prevent dental disease, 
identify at-risk students, and ensure that all students have a 
dental home by fulfilling the oral health recommendations 
of the WV Department of Education. Funding will be used 
for equipment and supplies for school-based health and 
the Sand Plant location. Funding will also be used to hire 
additional staff. This project will serve residents in Kanawha 
and Lincoln counties. 

Community Care of West Virginia – 2023 
Social Determinants of Health Fund: $30,000 
(Emergency Aid) 
Community Care of West Virginia will utilize funding to 
reduce health disparities by offsetting the negative impacts 
of social determinants of health, specifically utility and 
prescription assistance. Patients from TGKVF’s service area 
are eligible, but the focus will be Clay, Fayette, and Kanawha 
Counties. 

Camp Appalachia – Camp Access 
Improvement: $25,000 (Emergency Aid) 
Camp Appalachia provides a place for campers who have 
experienced life trauma, including those in foster care, 
with a parent incarcerated, and are directly affected by the 
opioid crisis. Funds from this project will be used to repair 
camp roadways which will re-open access to the lake, 
climbing wall, and resiliency course. 

Clay County Health Department Equality – 
Equality in Accessing Prescription Medication 
– Clay County: $15,000 (Emergency Aid) 
Equality in Accessing Prescription Medication in Clay 
County will address the gap between individuals being 
prescribed medication and with access to them. Many 
individuals in Clay County live below or just above the 
poverty line. Although some citizens may have insurance, 
they may need help to afford the co-insurance or co-pay 
of their medication. Funding for this project will provide 
financial assistance to citizens allowing them to access 
medicine and improving their quality of life and health 
outcomes. 

“My favorite part of camp 
was everything. I can’t 
decide between the night 
swim, paddle boarding, or 
meeting my new friend. I 
wish we could do this with 
snow!” 
 – Camp attendee

“This program will serve 
the ones of greatest needs 
and fill in one healthcare 
system crack. Let’s help each 
other!”  
 – Angela Brown

“This program has the 
potential to change a 
patient’s situation entirely. If 
we are able to ease financial 
burdens for our patients, 
that will give them the 
opportunity to focus on 
their health and take care of 
their families.” 
 – Doug Smith- BSW, 
 case worker

“We get told on a daily basis 
how much LPCC being in 
the school system means to 
the community. Being able 
to help provide services 
to those who need us the 
most.”  
 – Dental Project staff 
 member
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YMCA of Kanawha Valley Cross Lanes – 
YMCA Child Development Center HVAC: 
$19,570 (Emergency Aid) 
The Cross Lanes YMCA Child Development Center 
provides child care, after-school, summer camp, and full-day 
services for Kanawha County youth ages six weeks old to 
12 years old. In addition, the Child Development Center 
program ensures that parents have a safe place for their 
children while they are at work. There are currently over 
250 children enrolled, and 88% of those receive Connect 
subsidies through DHHR. Funding for this project will 
aid in replacing the HVAC system at Cross Lanes Child 
Development Center. 

Covenant House, Inc. – Housing Stabilization: 
$15,000 (Emergency Aid) 
TGKVF funding will provide furniture to homeless/
extremely low-income individuals when they are housed 
through a Covenant House program. Funding will 
also provide utility assistance. In addition, funding will 
provide bus passes to participants, giving them access 
to transportation for medical appointments and job 
interviews. Finally, funding will also provide services to 
the Service Center, a location that both houses the Food 
Pantry and acts as a home base for participants seeking 
direct services. These services are provided in Kanawha 
County and surrounding areas. 

Kanawha Institute for Social Research & 
Action, Inc./ Charleston-Institute Chapter 
of the Links, Inc. – Harambee: Linking 
to Increase Food Access for All: $16,280 
(Emergency Aid) 
The Harambee: Linking to Increase Food Access for All 
project is a weekend food backpack program that will serve 
at least 200 students who attend Piedmont Elementary 
School and Dunbar Intermediate School in Kanawha 
County. Program participants are students experiencing 
food insecurity who the principals recommend at the 
partnering schools. Charleston-Institute (WV) Chapter of 
The Links, Incorporated members purchase food items 
in bulk, pack, and distribute backpacks monthly during 
the school year. Age-appropriate books will also be made 
available with backpacks. TGKVF funds will be used to 
purchase food for the backpacks. 

“The Cross Lanes YMCA 
Child Development Center 
is a haven for youth and 
families in our community. 
Providing quality care in a 
safe environment is at the 
core of what we do.”  
 – Sarah Bolyard, 
 President and CEO, 
 YMCA of Kanawha Valley

“By providing emergency 
housing, utility assistance, 
and connecting those in 
need to food and essential 
hygiene items, we have 
helped keep countless 
families above water.” 
 – Briana Martin, CEO

“Through your generous 
gifts, we are able to 
provide needed food for 
students and their families 
on the weekends, as well 
as clothing and personal 
care items when the need 
arises. We are grateful for 
this partnership with your 
organization.”  
 – Amy K. Brown, Dunbar 
 Intermediate Principal
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Campbells Creek Cares – Campbells Creek 
Flood Relief: $5,000 (Emergency Aid/Flood 
Relief) 
The Campbells Creek Flood Relief Project assists families 
affected by August 15, 2022, flooding in Kanawha County, 
specifically Campbells Creek, in eastern Kanawha County. 
As the area is primarily impoverished and significantly 
affected by the loss of mining jobs in recent years, residents 
cannot recover without assistance. Unfortunately, there 
is no FEMA assistance available. The project will provide 
basic repairs, replacement of belongings such as appliances 
and furniture, and preparation of homes for the upcoming 
winter. 

City of Smithers: $10,000 (Emergency Aid/
Flood Relief) 
TGKVF funding will support a one-time, thorough 
professional cleaning of the municipal portion of the 
GATEWAY Center owned and operated by the City of 
Smithers. This project is needed due to the higher-than-
normal traffic patterns due to the flash flooding on August 
15, 2022. In response to affected communities, the center 
became a public relief headquarters and supply distribution 
center for approximately two months. In addition, the 
center served impacted adjacent areas in Fayette and 
Kanawha counties. Offices, a multi-purpose gym/meeting 
room/theater with stage, professional kitchen, city staff 
kitchenette, police department, city council chambers, city 
judge courtroom, public restrooms, and public hallways will 
be cleaned for sanitation, sustainability, and aesthetics. 

West Virginia University Research & 
Development Corporation – Kanawha and 
Lincoln County Healthy Grandfamilies 
Services: $40,000 (Field of Interest/
Emergency Aid) 
The West Virginia State University-Healthy Grandfamilies 
Program (WVSU-HGP) addresses the needs of 
an underserved population – grandparents raising 
grandchildren. WV ranks second in the nation in the 
percentage of grandparents responsible for their 
grandchildren. This project will provide these families with 
a healthy living curriculum and social support. WVSU-
HGP is the point of contact for Grandfamilies in Kanawha 
and Lincoln counties, providing advocacy, intervention, 

“We’re thrilled to receive 
funding to thoroughly 
clean our center after the 
8/15/2022 flooding and 
return it to community use.”  
 – Mayor D.  Anne 
 Cavalier, Ed. D.

“Thank you for getting 
us help. You guys are the 
greatest.”  
 – Family member 
 affected by the August 
 2022 flooding

“Grandfamilies has helped 
me overcome several 
challenges. I am so thankful 
for the help.” 
 – Grandparent attending 
 an educational program
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and resources such as food, clothing, and utility assistance. 
Support from social workers through the Children’s Home 
Society of WV is also provided to program participants. 

West Virginia State University Foundation, 
Inc. – Opening Soon, Inc.: $42,500 (Advancing 
Entrepreneurship) 
The Entrepreneurial Program will be a multidimensional 
business and product development program for 
entrepreneurs, start-ups, and micro-enterprises in Kanawha 
County. Through workshops, peer meetings, and technical 
assistance, the program will provide education and 
guidance in launching participants’ business ideas into viable 
products/services. Planned activities include ten weeks 
(once per week) of instructional delivery incorporating 
product development, credit counseling, financial/project 
management, media marketing, business planning, conflict 
resolution, and problem-solving. Funding will be utilized 
to pay instructors’ fees, develop workshop booklets, and 
marketing. 

Bible Center Church – The Maker’s Center: 
$20,000 (West Side Initiative) 
In its fourth year of support from TGKVF, The Maker’s 
Center will connect participants with mentors that will 
motivate creativity using cutting-edge technology, a fully-
equipped workshop, and an art studio. Kanawha County 
school students, those in statewide recovery programs, 
and residents will enjoy the unique atmosphere, hands-on 
opportunities, and technology to dream, learn, innovate, and 
create. Those coming from local recovery programs will 
be from around the state. Funds will be used for next-level 
technology and art supplies to create a place of hope for 
the West Side. 

Coalfield Development Corporation – 
Transforming Blighted Liabilities Through 
Local Workforce Training, Deconstruction, 
and Development: $44,198 (West Side 
Initiative)  
Through Coalfield’s workforce development model 
WRAPS (Workforce Readiness and Professional Success), 
low-income and underserved people will be employed 
to deconstruct abandoned houses and reuse and reclaim 
those materials through processing, storing, and transporting 

“The Maker’s Center has 
encouraged me to dream 
of what is possible, then 
helped me to achieve what 
I thought was impossible in 
gaining my driver’s license.”  
 – Breanna Conley, 
 program participant

“I got my certificate of 
completion for WVSU 
Opening Soon, Inc. 
Entrepreneurship Training 
Program through the WVSU. 
Thank you Tiffany Williams 
and Professor Clint Arnold.” 
 – Mary Louise King, 
 program participant
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the materials to market. This project will prevent thousands 
of feet of building materials from entering landfills while 
creating acreage acres ready for new redevelopment 
via local agriculture systems and community-based 
revitalization. Graduates of this program may go on to 
become full-time crew members with three-year contracts 
and a commitment to obtain higher education or will be 
supported in their efforts to obtain other employment. 

Mountain State Spotlight – Mountain State 
Spotlight Journalist of Color Fellowship 
Project: $15,000 (Special Initiative)  
Working with experts in recruiting minority journalists, 
Mountain State Spotlight will offer a 16- to 20-week 
reporting fellowship to a minority reporter to develop 
a pipeline of trained journalists of color working in 
West Virginia. The fellow will work from the Charleston 
newsroom but will cover Mountain State Spotlight’s 
statewide news area for stories. TGKVF funding will provide 
a portion of the fellow’s salary stipend, benefits, housing 
allowance, and travel. 

Step by Step, Inc. – Step by Step WV, 
INROADS Charleston Students Career 
Project: $175,000 (Special Initiative)   
TGKVF funding will partner to support the Step By Step 
WV, INROADS Charleston Students Career Project to 
provide Charleston’s most at-risk high school youth career 
and college readiness opportunities. The project offers 
safe after-school environments provided by Step By Step 
coupled with the INROADS national model of creating 
pathways to careers for diverse high school students. 
In addition, the program includes a college readiness 
curriculum, parental involvement, academic support, 
mentoring, peer interaction, and access to local internships 
and jobs in the Greater Charleston Area.

The Greater Kanawha Valley Foundation is grateful to our community of generous 
donors who make these and other grants possible. The programs and work approved 
for fourth quarter of 2022 distributions are supported by the following funds: Dr. 
Charles and Margaret White  Kniseley Memorial; Anonymous/Dental; Anonymous/
Emergency Aid; Mary Francis Bannerot; Cyrus J. Barton, Jr. Memorial; Christ Life 
Fellowship Benevolence; Lloyd and Margaret B. Erhard, Jr. Trust; General JP Morgan; 
Rebecca Dickinson Goldsmith Memorial; Nan Nash Grosscup; Fred Haddad General; 
John Roy Harris; Vernon B. “Bucky” Harris; Bessie E. Henson Memorial; George and 
Patty Herscher; Georgia Singleton Herscher Memorial; Grace S. Herscher Memorial; 

“We are excited to create 
a pipeline of journalists of 
color bringing a diverse 
perspective to the stories 
we tell.”  
 – Ellen Allen, Executive 
 Director

“Being part of INROADS 
was the most memorable 
experience I had in high 
school. We always had 
someone looking out for 
us and we were able to be 
the leaders we talked about 
being. It was incredible.”  
 – Charleston 
 Councilwoman Jennifer 
 Pharr, an alumna of the 
 program
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Robert Crawford Hieronymus; Charles Hopkins; J. W. and Gabrielle P. Hubbard, Jr.; 
Bernard H. and Blanche E. Jacobson; Blanche E. Jacobson; Dorothy M. and Charles N. 
Jardin; Raleigh and Rita Jimison; George W. Jones, Jr. Memorial; Walter and Jillian Judy; 
Frank and Opal Keffer Memorial; Nancy Chilton Nelson Knapp Memorial; F. B. Lamb; 
The Norma Shuck Levy Bequest; Della R. P. Lewis General; Lowenstein #1; Lowenstein 
#3; Lillian M. Mairs; Nathan and Sarah Maslow; Lillian Walker McGurl; McJunkin-Jones 
Family; Harry S. and Ellen Moore; Charles Edwin Mottesheard Memorial; Margaret 
Ann Moyer; Robert A. and Mary E. Nickell; Lillian Ostrin; Pelzel Family; Katherine Poe; 
Potesta Family; Pritchard #2; Nancy Gay Randolph; Shirley C. Rawlins; Leo Leslie 
Rimmer, Jr.; George and Josephine Rogers; Harry and Marion M. Shapero Memorial; 
Ruth E. Shepherd; Edward L. and Dolly Sherwood; Harry and Florence Silverstein; 
Pauline G. Sisson; John D. Smallridge Memorial; Lois McDanial Smith Memorial; Irenaeus 
J. and Minnie Putney Stanley Trust; Fannie and Morris Steiger Trust; Ann Bond and 
Thomas R. Stephens Charitable; L. Newton and Katherine S. Thomas General; Mary 
F. Thomas Memorial General; Dora Elizabeth Thompson Memorial; Stephen C and 
Adeline J. Voorhees; Mabel W. Walker ; The Women Working Fund; and Walter R. and 
Zenith W. Young

Go to tgkvf.org for 
information about  
how to support the  

The Greater Kanawha 
Valley Foundation’s 

work.
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